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From: Jeff W. Smith
To: Kothur, Bheem; 
cc: tdepaola@aercrecycling.com; 
Subject: Formal Response - First Notice of Deficiencies
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 4:04:49 PM
Attachments: AERC FDEP Response to First Notice of Deficiencies_10-19-11.pdf 


Hello Bheem,
 
Please find attached a written, formal response to the Department’s comments dated September 
20th, 2011 with regard to the AERC mercury recovery facility permit renewal application.
 
We appreciate your review and consideration of this response and appreciate your continued 
assistance as the company works to secure the renewal of this permit.  
 
If you have any immediate questions or comments please contact either Tracy or myself.  
Otherwise, we expect to be contacting you shortly regarding a few of your comments as noted 
within the attached.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffery W. Smith, P.E.
Environmental Strategy Consultants, Inc.
1528 Walnut Street, Suite 1812-1818
Philadelphia, Pa. 19102
215-731-4200
215-789-3040 (direct)
484-560-0283 (mobile)
215-731-4207 (fax)
www.envirostrat.com
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October 19, 2011 



 
Bheem R. Kothur 
Hazardous Waste Regulation Section 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Bob Martinez Center 
2600 Blair Stone Road 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-2400 
 
RE:  Response to First Notice of Deficiencies 
 AERC.com, Inc., 4317-J Fortune Place, West Melbourne, Florida, 32904-1509 
 Mercury Recovery Permit: 0072959-003-HO | FLD 984 262 782 
 
Dear Mr. Kothur: 



Environmental Strategy Consultants, Inc. (ESC) is providing you this response on behalf AERC.com, Inc. 
(AERC) with regard to the receipt of your letter dated September 20th, 2011 detailing the Department’s 
comments on the previously submitted mercury recovery facility renewal permit application.  As noted 
in my email on October 14th, 2011, Ms. Tracy DePaola has recently discussed the need for additional 
time to finalize a complete response to these comments.   This letter provides AERC’s first official 
response to the Department regarding this matter and formally requests an extension of 30-days to 
the date referenced in your letter. 



Although a number of the specific comments detailed in your letter can be addressed quite readily, a 
few issues are complex and require detailed consideration. As such, it is AERC’s intention to offer a 
singular, complete response that includes both the "minor" or "administrative" updates as well as 
modifications that will address these more complex issues.  We are hopeful that this approach will be 
acceptable to you and the Department. 



AERC requests that the Department allow for the submittal of an updated application on or before 
Monday, November 21st, 2011. 



In addition to this request, we are offering the attached comments/questions regarding some of the 
Department’s comments.  AERC will either proceed with changes directly as requested or contact you 
again shortly regarding a particular deficiency and how best to proceed with addressing your 
comment/concern. 
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AAEERRCC..ccoomm,,  IInncc..  



Facility ID. No.: FLD 984 262 782; Permit No.: 0072959-003-HO 



  



RReeqquueesstt  ffoorr  CCllaarriiffiiccaattiioonn  



FFiirrsstt  NNoottiiccee  ooff  DDeeffiicciieenncciieess  



  



FFDDEEPP  SSppeecciiffiicc  CCoommmmeennttss  ––  QQuueessttiioonnss//RReessppoonnssee  



Comment #5:  Tab 5, Item B. 1, Topographic Map 



The Department notes that the included figure does not contain topographic information as detailed within 
the referenced part (40 CFR §270.14(b)(19)).   AERC/ESC updated the document believing that this action 
was appropriate.   Can the Department provide comment with regard to the acceptability of the topographic 
map included in the 2006 application (copy attached for your reference)?  This map was previously accepted 
– does it meet the requirements or would an updated map, i.e., current revision with the noted annotations, 
be required?   



 



Comment #10: Tab 9, Attachment 6, Item D.4, page 3 of 3 



The Department notes that both the “HW Storage” and “10-Day” areas will have finite permitted storage 
areas.  AERC requests that the Department provide additional guidance / clarification of this requirement.  
Other modifications to the application specify the need for AERC to address management practices using 
both permitted areas and those areas which are understood to be associated with Generator and/or 
Transporter activities that support the overall operation.  As such, is it not understood how these areas 
would be so constrained.  



AERC looks to pursue some operational flexibility when defining these areas to allow for future fluctuations 
in throughput while addressing the realities of the permit (as it will be renewed) for the acceptable materials 
as detailed in your comments.  Can these areas be presented as “typical” or “normal” accumulation/staging 
areas with additional boundaries representing the “potential” extent of these areas to include portions of 
adjoining storage areas?  This would allow for such operating flexibility. 



   



Comment #20: Tab 12, Attachment 9, Exhibit D.7.4, Daily Air Monitoring Procedure, Page 2 of 9 



The Department requests clarification within the section of reference exhibit - Scope: Reference is made to 
locations 02, 04 and 05.  It is noted that these “locations” are references to operating facilties as defined by 
AERC corporate operations.  Location 04 is the West Melbourne, FL facility itself.  Locations 02 and 05 refer 
to other mercury-containing UW processing facilities located in Allentown, PA and Hayward, CA respectively.  
These “locations” should not be considered as being references to areas within the FL facility.  Does this 
information provide adequate clarification to address this comment?   



 



Comment s#28, 29 & 30: Tab 14, Attachment 11, Item D.9, Closure Plan, D.9.1a, Closure Procedures, Page 1 of 7 
| Tab 14, Attachment 11, Item D.9, Closure Plan, D.9.1b-Maxmimum Inventory Estimate, and Page 2 of 7 | 



Tab 14, Attachment 11, Item D.9, Closure Plan, D.9.1c, Decontamination Procedures, Page 4 of 7 | D.9.1c, 
Decontamination Procedures, First Paragraph and Fifth Paragraph and Page 3 of 7 



Within each of the above referenced comments the Department seeks revisions to the content of the 
existing Closure Plan, including revisiting the presented cost estimate and related material inventory basis.  
AERC is examining the full extent and meaning of these comments and has questions/concerns regarding 
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the understanding of these comments and the impact on the existing financial assurance.  It is expected that 
the company will be contacting you to discuss further.  Thank you in advance for your assistance. 



 



FFDDEEPP  GGeenneerraall  CCoommmmeennttss  ––  QQuueessttiioonnss//RReessppoonnssee  



Comments #3, 8, 9 & 10: Attachment 9, Exhibit D.7.4, HS02007-Daily Air Monitoring Procedure | Tab 12, 
Attachment 9, Exhibit D.7.1, Corporate Safety and Health Procedures, Table of Contents | Tab 12, 
Attachment 9, Exhibit D.7.2, HS02002-Hazardous Communication Procedure | Tab 13, Attachment 10, Item 
D.8, Quality Control Plan, Table of Contents 



The Department requests the addition of a Table of Contents to each of these referenced exhibits.   It is 
noted that these exhibits represent internal AERC corporate-level procedures used by multiple AERC 
locations (as noted above).  As such, the format of these documents agrees with internal document control 
standards.  AERC intends to maintain the existing revision of these procedures in agreement with company-
wide use.  However, to address the Department’s comments, AERC intends to insert an additional page 
(specific to this application) before the first section of each procedure to provide the requested information. 
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