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‘ State of Florida ‘

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION

Interoffice Memorandum

For Routing To Other Than The Addressee ‘
To: Location:
To: Location:
T Locaton:
From: : Oate:
TO: . "William Kg}lg;berger
FROM: Mark N. Snowdq%'
DATE: January'26, 1988

SUBJECT: Mercury Spill at Champion Paper

Per your request I met Monday, January 25, with Champion
Paper representative Harry Dail regarding the mercury spill at
their Cantonment facility. The spill took place in the bottom
level of the coal unloading facility. According to Mr. Dail,
mercury is used as counterweights in the coal shaker assembly.
The spill was discovered when the shaker malfunctioned.
Champion immediately retained Peterson-Riedel Services
(Peterson) to evaluate the situation and undertake a clean-up
if necessary. Peterson found substantial amounts of mercury in
the coal residue under the conveyor assembly. This residue was
removed and the area cleaned with mercury absorbant. An
adjacent. sump was pumped and it too was cleaned with
appropriate absorbant. The associated pumps were inspected
internally with no contamination being found. These pumps
remain out-of-service pending further sampling.

According to Mr. Dail, as much as ten pounds of mercury may
have been lost over a several month period. The spill was
confirmed on or about January 8, 1988 but a similar malfunction
was investigated in October 1987. This first malfunction was
not reported to Mr. Dail because the maintenance team
apparently was not aware of mercury's hazardous _
characteristics. Also, Mr. Dail was not aware that mercury was
used in the counterweights. Peterson estimates that they
recovered approximately one pound of mercury from the coal
residue. Champion is continuing to monitor the area and will
take additional action as warranted. The entire spill area is
concrete enclosed and, with the exception of the sump
discharge, there is no readily available interface with the
external environment. The sump pumps discharge to an ash
pond. I recommended that the pond be sampled. I also asked
that Mr. Dail submit-a letter describing the incident and
outlining the corrective actions taken. He agreed to do so.
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