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In accordance with condition I.12 of Operating Permit Number 17680-011-HO, Perma-
Fix of Florida is providing the following information related to the implementation of the 
facility contingency plan on January 5, 2017. 
 
I.12.b.(1)(a) Name, Address, I.D. number, Contact Information for the 

Facility and its Owner or Operator 
 
Perma-Fix of Florida, Inc., is a wholly-owned subsidiary of and operated by Perma-Fix 
Environmental Services, Inc.  
 
The Perma-Fix of Florida, Inc. facility is located at:  
1940 NW 67th Place 
Gainesville, FL 32653-1649 
 
The facility EPA ID number is FLD980711071.  The facility phone number is (352) 373-
6066. E-mail correspondence can be directed to Kurt Fogleman, Environmental Health 
and Safety Manager, at kfogleman@perma-fix.com 
 
I.12.b.(1)(b) Date, Time, and Type of Incident 
 
The incident began at approximately 5:55 a.m. on 1/5/2017.  Technicians were bulking 
hazardous waste solids into a roll-off box in preparation for transportation later in the 
day. Materials in the roll-off box spontaneously ignited and began to burn.  Technicians 
exhausted available extinguishers in the attempt to fight the fire.  The Gainesville Fire 
and Rescue (GFR) department was summoned at approximately 6:00 a.m. 
 
I.12.b.(1)(c) Identity and Quantity of Materials Involved 
 
The materials involved in the fire were hazardous waste solids, which are typically 
debris contaminated with hazardous waste or other solid materials. Approximately 10 
cubic yards of hazardous waste solids had been added to the box by the time of the fire.   
 
Attachment A includes the drum process logs, inbound manifests and waste profiles 
associated with the materials that were bulked in the roll-off.  This material is normally 
shipped offsite to a hazardous waste landfill as UN3077 Environmentally Hazardous 
Substances, Solid, N.O.S. 
 
In addition to the materials received from other generators, there was glass and plastic 
from the Perma-Fix liquid scintillation vial (LSV) crushing process. This glass and plastic 
results from the processing of exempt LSV waste. Material received from offsite 
generators included air-phase dry carbon from a vapor recovery remediation system 
which had been contaminated with tetrachloroethylene, and acetone solids from boat 
manufacturing and repair. 
 
 
 



I.12.b.(1)(d) Extent of Injuries 
 
There were no injuries as a result of this incident. 
 
I.12.b.(1)(e) Assessment of Actual or Potential Hazards 
 
There was an immediate danger of fire that was quickly suppressed by the fire 
department.  Due to the volume of water used to suppress the fire, there was a potential 
for release of contaminated material from the adjacent stormwater outfall #3. Samples 
of water released from outfall #3 were collected and observed for indicators of pollution 
prior to submitting samples to the Perma-Fix Analytical Services Laboratory.  
 
Based on the absence of any indicators of pollution (color, clarity, floating/suspended 
solids, sheen or foam) Perma-Fix made and initial determination that no hazardous 
materials had been released to the environment.  Partial screening results for RCRA 
metals and volatile organic compounds obtained later in the day supported this 
determination. 
 
Attachment B includes laboratory results for RCRA metals, volatile organic compounds 
and semi-volatile organic compounds.  Samples collected from the outfall #3 pipe 
(designated Outfall #3) and from soil beneath the outfall pipe (designated Lower Outfall) 
did not show the presence of RCRA metals or volatile organic compounds. 
Acetophenone and dimethyl phthalate were detected in the Lower Outfall sample above 
the detection limit but below the practical quantitation limit (PQL). Bis(2-ethyl-hexyl) 
phthalate was detected in the Outfall #3 sample.  While these constituents are present 
in a sample taken from containerized firefighting water (designated Tote) the samples 
from the outfall did not exhibit concentrations indicating release of pollution. Semi-
volatile compounds known to be present in the tote sample were not detected in the 
outfall samples. 
 
All material resulting from the fire and from suppression activities was quickly pumped 
and containerized, including the small amount of liquid that passed through the outfall.  
Any potential hazard was eliminated through quick response actions.  Perma-Fix does 
wish to note that a fire investigator dispatched by GFR attempted to prevent facility 
personnel from taking steps to mitigate potential release of materials from the site.  The 
investigator directed facility personnel to secure the incident scene during her 
investigation.  Facility personnel discussed the issue with the investigator and with 
Alachua County Environmental Protection Department (ACEPD) representatives. The 
ACEPD personnel were able to impress upon the investigator the need to expedite 
cleanup activities.  The actions of the investigator were taken subsequent to the 
departure of the GFR Incident Commander, and were not in accordance with incident 
command principles designed to provide a balanced approach to emergency response.  
Further delay in response would have increased the risk of release to the environment. 
 
 
 



I.12.b.(1) (f) Estimated Quantity and Disposition of Recovered 
Materials 

 
Liquid from the emergency response was containerized in 28 tote-tanks (approximately 
250 gallons per tote).  Liquid was pumped from the roll-off and from the outfall 
containment area. This will be characterized and shipped for disposal as hazardous 
waste.  Remaining solids from the roll-off and spill control materials were containerized 
in 30 drums, and will be shipped off site as previously profiled. 
 
I.12.b.(2)(a) Description and Cause of Noncompliance 
 
Materials were appropriately profiled and handled at the facility, so there is no instance 
of noncompliance in this case.  There is no anticipated reaction between acetone and 
tetrachloroethylene, the major components of each waste stream. At this time it is 
suspected that the cause of the fire was acetone solids that potentially gave off a vapor 
that stayed low in the roll-off due to atmospheric conditions.  Perma-Fix uses non-
sparking tools to process waste, so the ignition source is unknown. 
 
I.12.b.(2)(b) Steps to Reduce, Eliminate and Prevent Recurrence 
 
Processing activities were immediately halted for the duration emergency response 
activities and cleanup. Remaining wastes from the two waste streams that were 
consolidated were left as packaged for arrival at the facility. These two waste streams 
will not be comingled as part of permitted processing activities.  Remaining wastes from 
these waste streams have been observed to determine if additional risks are present. 
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