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Plier, Paige

From: Sullivan, Russell
Sent: Monday, December 3, 2018 11:47 AM
To: Plier, Paige
Subject: FW: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM-Thomas

FYI.  Also, would you put a copy of this in their HW OCULUS? 
 

Thank you, 
 
Russell Sullivan 
850-595-0575 
 

From: Whibbs, Earl  
Sent: Monday, December 3, 2018 8:39 AM 
To: Gillman, Mark <Mark.Gillman@dep.state.fl.us>; Bristol, Susan <Susan.Bristol@dep.state.fl.us>; Merritt, Sara 
<Sara.Merritt@dep.state.fl.us> 
Cc: Sullivan, Russell <Russell.Sullivan@dep.state.fl.us> 
Subject: FW: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM‐Thomas 
 
FYI  International Paper had an 18,000 gallon tank of 93% sulfuric acid release into secondary containment and possibly 
outside of that with an estimated total of 9,000 gallons. I am not sure if this is a registered mineral acid tank or not but I 
wanted to make sure y’all were aware. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, 

 

Joey Whibbs 
Environmental Specialist 
Compliance Assurance Program 
Emergency Responder 
Northwest District 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
160 West Government Street 
Pensacola, Florida 32502 
earl.whibbs@floridadep.gov 
Office: 850.595.0636  
Cell: 850.258.4354 
Fax: 850.595.8392 
 
State Watch Office (24/7‐ER): 800‐320‐0519 
National Response Center (24/7‐ER): 800‐424‐8802 
https://floridadep.gov/OER 

 
 
 

From: Whibbs, Earl  
Sent: Monday, December 3, 2018 8:16 AM 
To: Johnson, John S. <John.S.Johnson@FloridaDEP.gov>; Nowling, Chad <Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us> 
Cc: Webster, Alex <Alex.Webster@dep.state.fl.us>; Hartshorn, Brad <Brad.Hartshorn@dep.state.fl.us>; Smith, Brandy 
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M. <Brandy.M.Smith@dep.state.fl.us>; Sumner, C. Mark <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>; Roff, Nick 
<Nick.Roff@dep.state.fl.us>; Elizabeth Orr (Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us) <Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us>; Hamilton, 
Shawn <Shawn.Hamilton@FloridaDEP.gov> 
Subject: RE: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM‐Thomas 
 
Also the sulfuric acid was at 93% strength 
 

From: Whibbs, Earl  
Sent: Monday, December 3, 2018 8:09 AM 
To: Johnson, John S. <John.S.Johnson@FloridaDEP.gov>; Nowling, Chad <Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us> 
Cc: Webster, Alex <Alex.Webster@dep.state.fl.us>; Hartshorn, Brad <Brad.Hartshorn@dep.state.fl.us>; Smith, Brandy 
M. <Brandy.M.Smith@dep.state.fl.us>; Sumner, C. Mark <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>; Roff, Nick 
<Nick.Roff@dep.state.fl.us>; Elizabeth Orr (Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us) <Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us>; Hamilton, 
Shawn <Shawn.Hamilton@FloridaDEP.gov> 
Subject: RE: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM‐Thomas 
 
I spoke with Laurie McLain with IP this morning. The official investigation is ongoing and pumping is still taking place. The 
tank involved was an 18,000 gallon sulfuric acid tank that was 50% full at the time that a valve  failed. The release is 
believed to be kept in secondary containment but there is a possibility that some seepage allowed product to escape. At 
the time of our phone conversation this morning there was no sign of the sulfuric acid reaching soil or IP’s waste water 
treatment plant. As their investigation continues we will be provided updates. The potential spill into containment is 
9,000 gallons. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 

 

Joey Whibbs 
Environmental Specialist 
Compliance Assurance Program 
Emergency Responder 
Northwest District 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
160 West Government Street 
Pensacola, Florida 32502 
earl.whibbs@floridadep.gov 
Office: 850.595.0636  
Cell: 850.258.4354 
Fax: 850.595.8392 
 
State Watch Office (24/7‐ER): 800‐320‐0519 
National Response Center (24/7‐ER): 800‐424‐8802 
https://floridadep.gov/OER 

 
 
 
 

From: Johnson, John S.  
Sent: Monday, December 3, 2018 7:16 AM 
To: Nowling, Chad <Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us> 
Cc: Webster, Alex <Alex.Webster@dep.state.fl.us>; Hartshorn, Brad <Brad.Hartshorn@dep.state.fl.us>; Smith, Brandy 
M. <Brandy.M.Smith@dep.state.fl.us>; Whibbs, Earl <Earl.Whibbs@dep.state.fl.us>; Sumner, C. Mark 
<Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>; Roff, Nick <Nick.Roff@dep.state.fl.us> 
Subject: RE: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM‐Thomas 
 



3

Hey Chad can you let us know the amount of the release when you find out?  Also I know you stated that “The spill has 
been contained” but did any of the sulfuric acid release outside of containment at any time? 
 
Thanks, 
John 
 

From: Nowling, Chad  
Sent: Sunday, December 2, 2018 10:50 PM 
To: SWP@em.myflorida.com; Webster, Alex <Alex.Webster@dep.state.fl.us>; Hartshorn, Brad 
<Brad.Hartshorn@dep.state.fl.us>; Smith, Brandy M. <Brandy.M.Smith@dep.state.fl.us>; Orr, Elizabeth 
<Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us>; Whibbs, Earl <Earl.Whibbs@dep.state.fl.us>; Johnson, John S. 
<John.S.Johnson@FloridaDEP.gov>; Allen, Kim <Kim.Allen@dep.state.fl.us>; McGraw, Krista 
<Krista.McGraw@dep.state.fl.us>; Sumner, C. Mark <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>; Fuller, James Michael 
<Michael.Fuller@dep.state.fl.us>; Roff, Nick <Nick.Roff@dep.state.fl.us>; Pensacola.On.Call 
<Pensacola.On.Call@dep.state.fl.us>; Sullivan, Russell <Russell.Sullivan@dep.state.fl.us>; Hamilton, Shawn 
<Shawn.Hamilton@FloridaDEP.gov>; Plier, Paige <Paige.Plier@dep.state.fl.us>; Vestal, Dana 
<Dana.Vestal@dep.state.fl.us> 
Subject: Re: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM‐Thomas 
 
Update,  
Laurie McClain with IP stated that a contractor is on scene and is providing assistance with this incident. The spill amount 
is still unknown at this time and calculations will have to be performed before an estimated amount can be determined. 
The spill area is contained and they are pumping from their sump (impacted area) into totes.  
 
Chad Nowling  
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: "Nowling, Chad" <Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us>  
Date: 12/2/18 6:26 PM (GMT-06:00)  
To: SWP@em.myflorida.com, "Webster, Alex" <Alex.Webster@dep.state.fl.us>, "Hartshorn, Brad" 
<Brad.Hartshorn@dep.state.fl.us>, "Smith, Brandy M." <Brandy.M.Smith@dep.state.fl.us>, "Nowling, Chad" 
<Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us>, "Orr, Elizabeth" <Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us>, "Whibbs, Earl" 
<Earl.Whibbs@dep.state.fl.us>, "Johnson, John S." <John.S.Johnson@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Allen, Kim" 
<Kim.Allen@dep.state.fl.us>, "McGraw, Krista" <Krista.McGraw@dep.state.fl.us>, "Sumner, C. Mark" 
<Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>, "Fuller, James Michael" <Michael.Fuller@dep.state.fl.us>, "Roff, Nick" 
<Nick.Roff@dep.state.fl.us>, "Pensacola.On.Call" <Pensacola.On.Call@dep.state.fl.us>, "Sullivan, Russell" 
<Russell.Sullivan@dep.state.fl.us>, "Hamilton, Shawn" <Shawn.Hamilton@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Plier, Paige" 
<Paige.Plier@dep.state.fl.us>, "Vestal, Dana" <Dana.Vestal@dep.state.fl.us>  
Subject: Fwd: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM-Thomas  
 
Update,  
OER Nowling spoke with Laurie McClain with IP. Sulfuric acid was released inside the mill at their Tall Oil 
Plant. The spill has been contained. The spill amount is unknown at this time. The NRC has been notified. 
Facility personnel are working this incident and an update will be provided shortly.  
 
Chad Nowling  
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Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: "Nowling, Chad" <Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us>  
Date: 12/2/18 5:54 PM (GMT-06:00)  
To: SWP@em.myflorida.com  
Cc: "Webster, Alex" <Alex.Webster@dep.state.fl.us>, "Hartshorn, Brad" <Brad.Hartshorn@dep.state.fl.us>, "Smith, 
Brandy M." <Brandy.M.Smith@dep.state.fl.us>, "Nowling, Chad" <Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us>, "Orr, Elizabeth" 
<Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us>, "Whibbs, Earl" <Earl.Whibbs@dep.state.fl.us>, "Johnson, John S." 
<John.S.Johnson@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Allen, Kim" <Kim.Allen@dep.state.fl.us>, "McGraw, Krista" 
<Krista.McGraw@dep.state.fl.us>, "Sumner, C. Mark" <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>, "Fuller, James Michael" 
<Michael.Fuller@dep.state.fl.us>, "Roff, Nick" <Nick.Roff@dep.state.fl.us>, "Pensacola.On.Call" 
<Pensacola.On.Call@dep.state.fl.us>, "Sullivan, Russell" <Russell.Sullivan@dep.state.fl.us>, "Hamilton, Shawn" 
<Shawn.Hamilton@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Plier, Paige" <Paige.Plier@dep.state.fl.us>  
Subject: Re: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM-Thomas  
 
Received, thanks! 
 
Chad Nowling  
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: SWP@em.myflorida.com  
Date: 12/2/18 5:52 PM (GMT-06:00)  
To: linda.mcwhorter@em.myflorida.com, John.Kohnke@myfloridacfo.com, wayne.watts@myfloridacfo.com, 
tjlyon@me.com, EOC-COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com, sam.walters@em.myflorida.com, 
amy.godsey@em.myflorida.com, axel.runtschke@em.myflorida.com, taylor.cheney@em.myflorida.com, 
justin.lazzara@em.myflorida.com, Kenneth.DeCastro@flhealth.gov, wes.maul@em.myflorida.com, 
leo.lachat@em.myflorida.com, kevin.guthrie@em.myflorida.com, michael.kennett@em.myflorida.com, 
alberto.moscoso@em.myflorida.com, andrew.wilber@em.myflorida.com, larry.mcintyre@deo.myflorida.com, 
jim.roberts@em.myflorida.com, ROBERT.DIETRICH@em.myflorida.com, kimberly.sharkey@em.myflorida.com, 
margaret.giani@em.myflorida.com, ashley.davis@em.myflorida.com, ryan.lock@em.myflorida.com, 
ian.guidicelli@em.myflorida.com, "Johnson, John S." <John.S.Johnson@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Roff, Nick" 
<Nick.Roff@dep.state.fl.us>, "Engel, Lauren" <Lauren.Engel@dep.state.fl.us>, russell.chris@epa.gov, "Schrader, John" 
<John.Schrader@FloridaDEP.gov>, chris.stevens@em.myflorida.com, Eric.Lott@em.myflorida.com, 
Kevin.Hardy@em.myflorida.com, eileen.mcloughlin@ic.fbi.gov, Michael.Wiederspahn@ic.fbi.gov, 
amsilverstein@fbi.gov, swp@em.myflorida.com, "Pensacola.On.Call" <Pensacola.On.Call@dep.state.fl.us>, "Fuller, 
James Michael" <Michael.Fuller@dep.state.fl.us>, "Hamilton, Shawn" <Shawn.Hamilton@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Whibbs, 
Earl" <Earl.Whibbs@dep.state.fl.us>, "Sumner, C. Mark" <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>, "Orr, Elizabeth" 
<Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us>, "Nowling, Chad" <Chad.Nowling@dep.state.fl.us>, "Smith, Brandy M." 
<Brandy.M.Smith@dep.state.fl.us>, "Orr, Elizabeth" <Elizabeth.Orr@dep.state.fl.us>, "Miller, Dee Ann" 
<Dee.Ann.Miller@dep.state.fl.us>, Depnews <Depnews@dep.state.fl.us>, "Cook, Justin L." 
<Justin.L.Cook@dep.state.fl.us>, "Gaskin, Carla" <Carla.Gaskin@dep.state.fl.us>, wanda.stafford@em.myflorida.com, 
jsdosh@myescambia.com, mataylor@myescambia.com, cjhollom@myescambia.com, rkturpin@myescambia.com, 
MTKELLY@myescambia.com  
Subject: INITIAL / Escambia / Hazmat Release / DEM-Thomas  
 
  

Florida Division of Emergency Management 

State Watch Office Incident Report  
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Attachments 

Attachment: NRC#1231871 

Main Information 

Report #: 2018-7391 

Status: Assigned 

Reported to SWO on: 12/2/2018   18:47 ET 

Severity: Local Incident 

Description: Hazmat Release 

This situation involves: Hazardous Materials 

Affected Sectors: DEP District - Northwest, DEP OER Pensacola On-Call 

Initial Report: Per NRC#1231871 Verbatim: "CALLER REPORTED A RELEASE OF SULFURIC ACID FROM THE 
COMPANY'S PALL OIL MANUFACTURING PLANT. THE SOURCE OF THE LEAK HAS BEEN CONTAINED."  

Injuries: No 

Fatalities (Unconfirmed by State Medical Examiner): No 

Environmental impact: Yes  

  DEP callback requested: Unknown 

Incident Occurred: 12/2/2018   18:47 ET 

Most Recent Update Date/Time: 12/02/2018-18:52 ET 

Most Recent Update: N/A 

Affected Counties: Escambia 

Facility Name or Description: 

Incident Location: Address: 375 Muscogee Rd City: Cantonment 

Coordinates: Lat: 30.6094, Long: -87.32493 

Maps 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 

The linked 
be d isplaye
have been 
renamed, o
Verify that 
to the corr
location.

 

Contact Information 

Reporting Party: Name: Lauren Mclain, International Paper |Call Back Number 1: 850-698-0685 |Address: 

Responsible Party: Unknown 

On-Scene Contact: Unknown 

Hazardous Materials 

Sub-Type: Toxic Industrial Chemical 

Situation: Active, release contained 

Description: Hazardous Materials 

Chemical Name: Sulfuric Acid 

Chemical State: Liquid 

Source / Container: Unknown 

Quantity released: Unknown 

Released: Outside environment 

Cause of release: equipment failure 
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Storm drains affected: No 

Waterways affected: No 

Major roadways closed: No 

Notification 12/02/2018-18:52 / DEM-Thomas 

linda.mcwhorter@em.myflorida.com; John.Kohnke@myfloridacfo.com; wayne.watts@myfloridacfo.com; 
tjlyon@me.com; EOC-COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com; sam.walters@em.myflorida.com; 
amy.godsey@em.myflorida.com; axel.runtschke@em.myflorida.com; taylor.cheney@em.myflorida.com; 
justin.lazzara@em.myflorida.com; Kenneth.DeCastro@flhealth.gov; wes.maul@em.myflorida.com; 
leo.lachat@em.myflorida.com; kevin.guthrie@em.myflorida.com; michael.kennett@em.myflorida.com; 
alberto.moscoso@em.myflorida.com; andrew.wilber@em.myflorida.com; larry.mcintyre@deo.myflorida.com; 
jim.roberts@em.myflorida.com; ROBERT.DIETRICH@em.myflorida.com; kimberly.sharkey@em.myflorida.com; 
margaret.giani@em.myflorida.com; ashley.davis@em.myflorida.com; ryan.lock@em.myflorida.com; 
ian.guidicelli@em.myflorida.com; john.s.johnson@dep.state.fl.us; nick.roff@dep.state.fl.us; 
Lauren.Engel@dep.state.fl.us; russell.chris@epa.gov; John.Schrader@dep.state.fl.us; chris.stevens@em.myflorida.com; 
Eric.Lott@em.myflorida.com; Kevin.Hardy@em.myflorida.com; eileen.mcloughlin@ic.fbi.gov; 
Michael.Wiederspahn@ic.fbi.gov; amsilverstein@fbi.gov; swp@em.myflorida.com; pensacola.on.call@dep.state.fl.us; 
michael.fuller@dep.state.fl.us; shawn.hamilton@dep.state.fl.us; earl.whibbs@dep.state.fl.us; 
mark.c.sumner@dep.state.fl.us; elizabeth.orr@dep.state.fl.us; chad.nowling@dep.state.fl.us; 
brandy.m.smith@dep.state.fl.us; Elizabeth.orr@dep.state.fl.us; Dee.Ann.Miller@dep.state.fl.us; 
DEPNews@dep.state.fl.us; Justin.L.Cook@dep.state.fl.us; carla.gaskin@floridadep.gov; 
wanda.stafford@em.myflorida.com; jsdosh@myescambia.com; mataylor@myescambia.com; 
cjhollom@myescambia.com; rkturpin@myescambia.com; MTKELLY@myescambia.com  

   

The State Watch Office values your feedback; please take a 1 minute survey about this notification. 
 


