
From: Sumner, C. Mark
To: Bucell, Bridjette
Cc: Dolan, Judy; Postelli, Brett
Subject: RE: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant
Date: Tuesday, August 3, 2021 11:11:32 AM

The product was being transferred from tractor trailers to railroad tank cars when the transfer
hose came out of the fill hatch on the rail car. It took several minutes to notice the issue and
turn off the pumps. The incident resulted in an estimated 3500 gallons of ethanol spilled to the
railway and adjacent soils. CBI has been hired to cleanup the impacted soils. Brett has the
specific contacts for the parties. Please let me know if you have any specific questions. 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: "Bucell, Bridjette" <Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov>
Date: 8/3/21 9:51 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: "Sumner, C. Mark" <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>
Cc: "Dolan, Judy" <Judy.Dolan@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Postelli, Brett"
<Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov>
Subject: RE: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant

Mark,
Can you share your notes and photos on this case, please? Judy is with the Tanks program and needs
to follow up.
Thanks, Bridjette
 

From: Sumner, C. Mark <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us> 
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 1:44 PM
To: SWP@em.myflorida.com
Cc: Postelli, Brett <Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov>; Bucell, Bridjette
<Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov>; Pajunen, Cole <Cole.Pajunen@FloridaDEP.gov>; Whibbs, Earl
<Earl.Whibbs@FloridaDEP.gov>; Sumner, C. Mark <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>; McElheney,
MaryAlice <MaryAlice.McElheney@FloridaDEP.gov>; Fuller, James Michael
<Michael.Fuller@dep.state.fl.us>; Graves, Samuel A <Samuel.A.Graves@FloridaDEP.gov>; Shulman,
Zachary <Zachary.Shulman@FloridaDEP.gov>
Subject: RE: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant
 
Received 
Thank you 
Mark Sumner 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us
mailto:Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Judy.Dolan@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e47c5ab6240447ab90b4e3673b65dcd1-Postelli_B


 
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: SWP@em.myflorida.com
Date: 7/29/21 1:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: linda.mcwhorter@em.myflorida.com, John.Kohnke@myfloridacfo.com,
John.Gatlin@myfloridacfo.com, tjlyon@me.com, Kenneth.DeCastro@em.myflorida.com, EOC-
COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com, Jeff.Swain@em.myflorida.com,
nicholas.mayernick@em.myflorida.com, sam.walters@em.myflorida.com,
amy.godsey@em.myflorida.com, axel.runtschke@em.myflorida.com,
phillip.thomas@em.myflorida.com, woodham.harvey@em.myflorida.com,
DLDOHDutyOfficers@flhealth.gov, Kevin.Guthrie@em.myflorida.com,
steven.hynes@em.myflorida.com, Samantha.Bequer@em.myflorida.com,
stephanie.stachowicz@em.myflorida.com, jim.roberts@em.myflorida.com,
ashley.davis@em.myflorida.com, ian.guidicelli@em.myflorida.com,
taylor.cheney@em.myflorida.com, "McElheney, MaryAlice"
<MaryAlice.McElheney@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Graves, Samuel A"
<Samuel.A.Graves@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Russell, Chris" <russell.chris@epa.gov>,
chris.stevens@em.myflorida.com, Eric.Lott@em.myflorida.com, Kevin.Hardy@em.myflorida.com,
swp@em.myflorida.com, SGDCEHPreparedness@flhealth.gov, "Sumner, C. Mark"
<Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>, "Andreotta, Jason" <Jason.Andreotta@FloridaDEP.gov>,
"Moore, Jon W" <Jon.W.Moore@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Blandin, Norva"
<Norva.Blandin@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Shulman, Zachary" <Zachary.Shulman@FloridaDEP.gov>,
"Irwin, Alannah" <Alannah.Irwin@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Lopez, Nichole J"
<Nichole.J.Lopez@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Seidemann, Jena" <Jena.Seidemann@FloridaDEP.gov>,
"Pollard, Madison" <Madison.Pollard@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Self, Lisa M."
<Lisa.M.Self@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Bucell, Bridjette" <Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov>,
"Pajunen, Cole" <Cole.Pajunen@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Miller, Dee Ann"
<Dee.Ann.Miller@dep.state.fl.us>, "Castillo, Giselle" <Giselle.Castillo@FloridaDEP.gov>,
Depnews <Depnews@dep.state.fl.us>, Louis.Dixel@dot.state.fl.us, "Sinnott, Mollie"
<Mollie.Sinnott@dep.state.fl.us>, "Davila, Sirena" <Sirena.Davila@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Vindiola,
Brianna" <Brianna.Vindiola@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Watts, Denise"
<Denise.Watts@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Scott, Patrick" <Patrick.M.Scott@FloridaDEP.gov>,
"Kampian, Elena" <Elena.Kampian@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Mominey, Tyler"
<Tyler.Mominey@FloridaDEP.gov>, willie.bouie@em.myflorida.com,
dana.mcgeehan@em.myflorida.com, countywarningpoint@pbcgov.org, dofficer@pbcgov.org,
mblakene@pbcgov.org, SauersD@pbso.org
Subject: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant
 
 
 
Florida Division of Emergency Management
State Watch Office Incident Report
 
Attachments
 
Attachment: NRC#1312141
 
Main Information
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Report #: 2021-4060
 
Status: Assigned
 
Reported to SWO on: 7/29/2021   13:12 ET
 
Severity: Local Incident
 
Description: Ethanol Release
 
This situation involves: Petroleum Spill
 
Affected Sectors: DEP District - Southeast, DEP OER West Palm - Day
 
Initial Report: PER NRC#1312141 VERBATIM: THE CALLER IS REPORTING A
DISCHARGE OF ETHANOL ONTO THE GROUND FROM A TRANSFER PIPE INSIDE THE
FACILITY. THE INCIDENT OCCURRED DUE TO AN IMPROPER ATTACHMENT OF THE
LAND TO A RAIL CAR THAT WAS BEING LOADED ON THE FACILITY.
 
Injuries: No
 
Fatalities (Unconfirmed by State Medical Examiner): No
 
Environmental impact: Yes
  DEP callback requested: Yes
    Contact: Reporting Party
 
Incident Occurred: 7/28/2021   13:45 ET
 
Most Recent Update Date/Time: 07/29/2021-13:40 ET
 
Most Recent Update: N/A
 
Affected Counties: Palm Beach
 
Facility Name or Description:
 
Incident Location: Address: 4 E 11th Street City: Palm Beach
 
Map
 
Coordinates: Lat: 26.7717, Long: -80.05496



Contact Information
 
Reporting Party: Name: Matthew King, Tropical Shipping USA LLC |Call Back Number 1: 561-
882-2556 |Address:
 
Responsible Party: Unknown
 
On-Scene Contact: Unknown
 
Petroleum Spill
 
Sub-Type: On Land
 
Situation: Past Report
 
Description: Petroleum Spill
 
Petroleum Type: Fuel
 
Name or Description: Ethanol
 
Source / Container: Other Container
 
Quantity released: 1,550 gallons
 
Released: Outside environment
 
Cause of release: Operator error
 
Storm drains affected: No
 
Waterways affected: No
 
Major roadways closed: No
 
Cleanup actions been taken: Yes
 
List cleanup actions: (Planned) Unknown
 
Person conducting cleanup: Cliff Berry

https://floridadisaster.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=74f3e78117fd44b28ffec5adc30c6024&scale=2000&marker=-80.05496,26.7717


 
Notification 07/29/2021-13:41 / DEM-Grant
 
linda.mcwhorter@em.myflorida.com; John.Kohnke@myfloridacfo.com;
John.Gatlin@myfloridacfo.com; tjlyon@me.com; Kenneth.DeCastro@em.myflorida.com; EOC-
COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com; Jeff.Swain@em.myflorida.com;
nicholas.mayernick@em.myflorida.com; sam.walters@em.myflorida.com;
amy.godsey@em.myflorida.com; axel.runtschke@em.myflorida.com;
phillip.thomas@em.myflorida.com; woodham.harvey@em.myflorida.com;
DLDOHDutyOfficers@flhealth.gov; Kevin.Guthrie@em.myflorida.com;
steven.hynes@em.myflorida.com; Samantha.Bequer@em.myflorida.com;
stephanie.stachowicz@em.myflorida.com; jim.roberts@em.myflorida.com;
ashley.davis@em.myflorida.com; ian.guidicelli@em.myflorida.com;
taylor.cheney@em.myflorida.com; MaryAlice.McElheney@dep.state.fl.us;
Samuel.A.Graves@floridadep.gov; russell.chris@epa.gov; chris.stevens@em.myflorida.com;
Eric.Lott@em.myflorida.com; Kevin.Hardy@em.myflorida.com; swp@em.myflorida.com;
SGDCEHPreparedness@flhealth.gov; Mark.c.Sumner@floridadep.gov;
Jason.Andreotta@floridadep.gov; Jon.W.Moore@FloridaDEP.gov;
Norva.Blandin@floridadep.gov; Zachary.Shulman@floridadep.gov;
alannah.irwin@floridadep.gov; Nichole.J.Lopez@floridadep.gov;
Jena.Seidemann@floridadep.gov; Madison.Pollard@floridadep.gov; Lisa.M.Self@floridadep.gov;
Bridjette.Bucell@floridadep.gov; Cole.Pajunen@floridadep.gov; Dee.Ann.Miller@floridadep.gov;
Giselle.Castillo@floridadep.gov; DEPNews@floridadep.gov; Louis.Dixel@dot.state.fl.us;
mollie.sinnott@floridadep.gov; Sirena.Davila@FloridaDEP.gov;
Brianna.Vindiola@floridadep.gov; Denise.Watts@floridadep.gov; patrick.m.scott@Floridadep.gov;
elena.kampian@floridadep.gov; Tyler.Mominey@FloridaDEP.gov;
willie.bouie@em.myflorida.com; dana.mcgeehan@em.myflorida.com;
countywarningpoint@pbcgov.org; dofficer@pbcgov.org; mblakene@pbcgov.org;
SauersD@pbso.org
 
 
The State Watch Office values your feedback; please take a 1 minute survey about this notification.

Under Florida law, correspondence with the Florida Division of Emergency Management
concerning agency business that is neither confidential nor exempt pursuant to Florida Statutes
is a public record and will be made available to the public upon request.

mailto:linda.mcwhorter@em.myflorida.com
mailto:John.Kohnke@myfloridacfo.com
mailto:John.Gatlin@myfloridacfo.com
mailto:tjlyon@me.com
mailto:Kenneth.DeCastro@em.myflorida.com
mailto:EOC-COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com
mailto:EOC-COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com
mailto:Jeff.Swain@em.myflorida.com
mailto:nicholas.mayernick@em.myflorida.com
mailto:sam.walters@em.myflorida.com
mailto:amy.godsey@em.myflorida.com
mailto:axel.runtschke@em.myflorida.com
mailto:phillip.thomas@em.myflorida.com
mailto:woodham.harvey@em.myflorida.com
mailto:DLDOHDutyOfficers@flhealth.gov
mailto:Kevin.Guthrie@em.myflorida.com
mailto:steven.hynes@em.myflorida.com
mailto:Samantha.Bequer@em.myflorida.com
mailto:stephanie.stachowicz@em.myflorida.com
mailto:jim.roberts@em.myflorida.com
mailto:ashley.davis@em.myflorida.com
mailto:ian.guidicelli@em.myflorida.com
mailto:taylor.cheney@em.myflorida.com
mailto:MaryAlice.McElheney@dep.state.fl.us
mailto:Samuel.A.Graves@floridadep.gov
mailto:russell.chris@epa.gov
mailto:chris.stevens@em.myflorida.com
mailto:Eric.Lott@em.myflorida.com
mailto:Kevin.Hardy@em.myflorida.com
mailto:swp@em.myflorida.com
mailto:SGDCEHPreparedness@flhealth.gov
mailto:Mark.c.Sumner@floridadep.gov
mailto:Jason.Andreotta@floridadep.gov
mailto:Jon.W.Moore@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Norva.Blandin@floridadep.gov
mailto:Zachary.Shulman@floridadep.gov
mailto:alannah.irwin@floridadep.gov
mailto:Nichole.J.Lopez@floridadep.gov
mailto:Jena.Seidemann@floridadep.gov
mailto:Madison.Pollard@floridadep.gov
mailto:Lisa.M.Self@floridadep.gov
mailto:Bridjette.Bucell@floridadep.gov
mailto:Cole.Pajunen@floridadep.gov
mailto:Dee.Ann.Miller@floridadep.gov
mailto:Giselle.Castillo@floridadep.gov
mailto:DEPNews@floridadep.gov
mailto:Louis.Dixel@dot.state.fl.us
mailto:mollie.sinnott@floridadep.gov
mailto:Sirena.Davila@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Brianna.Vindiola@floridadep.gov
mailto:Denise.Watts@floridadep.gov
mailto:patrick.m.scott@Floridadep.gov
mailto:elena.kampian@floridadep.gov
mailto:Tyler.Mominey@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:willie.bouie@em.myflorida.com
mailto:dana.mcgeehan@em.myflorida.com
mailto:countywarningpoint@pbcgov.org
mailto:dofficer@pbcgov.org
mailto:mblakene@pbcgov.org
mailto:SauersD@pbso.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WRZW88G


DEP Form: 62-761.900(1) 

Form Title: Discharge Report Form 

Effective Date: January 2017 

Incorporated in Rule 62-761.405, F.A.C. 

Department of  
Environmental Protection 

2600 Blair Stone Road ♦ Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 

DISCHARGE REPORT FORM 
Complete all applicable blanks, and submit copies of any analytical or field test results confirming contamination to soils, surface water, or groundwater to the County 

via email or mail. 

Facility ID Number (If Registered): Date of Form Completion: 

Facility Name:  

Facility (Property) Owner:  

Date of Discovery: __________________ 

County:  

Telephone Number: 

Owner Mailing Address:  

Location of Discharge (Facility Street Address):  Lat/Long:  

Date of receipt of any test or analytical results confirming a discharge: Estimated number of gallons discharged: 

Discharge affected: (Check all that apply) 
Soil  Groundwater 
Drinking water well(s)  Shoreline 

Soil water (water body name) 
Other (specify)  

Evidence of discharge: (Check all that apply) 
Visual observation of sheen  Results or receipt of results of analytical tests Stained soils 
Visual observation of free product Spill or vehicle overfill > 25 gallons to a pervious surface Other (explain in comments) 

Method of discovery and confirmation of discharge: (Check all that apply, see rule language explanation on instructions for this form) 
Visual observation     Closure/Closure sampling assessment Surface water analytical results 
Groundwater analytical results   Soil analytical results  Other (specify) 

Type of regulated substance discharged: (Check all that apply) 
Gasoline  Jet fuel Mineral acids (ASTs) 
Diesel Used/waste oil  Ammonia compound Chlorine compound 
Heating oil  New motor/lube oil  Biofuel blends 
Kerosene  Pesticide  Unknown 
Aviation gas Grade 5 & 6 residual oils Other (specify)  
Hazardous substance (USTs) – write name or Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) #: 

Discharge originated from a: (Check all that apply) 
Tank  Other secondary containment Railroad tankcar 
Piping Fitting or pipe connection  Barge, tanker ship or other vessel 
Spill bucket Valve  Pipeline 
Dispenser  Tank truck  Drum 
Piping sump Vehicle or customer vehicle  Unknown 
Dispenser sump Aircraft  Other (specify)  

Cause of the discharge: (Check all that apply) 
Spill  Material failure (crack, split, etc.)  Collision Weather 
Overfill Material incompatibility Vehicle accident  Human error 
Corrosion Improper installation  Fire/explosion Unknown 
Puncture Loose connection Vandalism Other (specify) 

Actions taken in response to the discharge: 

Comments: 

Agencies notified (as applicable): 

Fire Department  County Program  District Office State Watch Office 
800-320-0519 

National Response Center 
800-424-8802 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all information submitted on this form is true, accurate and complete. 

Printed Name of Owner, Operator or Authorized Representative Signature of Owner, Operator or Authorized Representative 



 
Discharge Report Form Instructions 

 
 
Oil spills to navigable waters of the United States, and releases of reportable quantities of CERCLA hazardous substances 
must be reported immediately to the National Response Center. Reports to the National Response Center of oil spills to 
navigable waters need not be repeated to any other federal, state, or local agency. Conditions at the site that do not 
involve spills to navigable waters of the United States, or CERCLA hazardous substances, that pose an immediate threat 
to human health or the environment must be reported to the State Watch Office or the Local Fire Department. 
Nevertheless, this form must be submitted for all discharges from facilities with storage tank systems, and sites in 
accordance with Chapters 62-761, 62-762, and 62-780, F.A.C. 
 
 State Watch Office National Response Center Local Fire Department 
 1-800-320-0519                             1-800-424-8802                                911 
 
 
This form must be used to report any confirmed discharge, or of any one of the following, unless the 
discharge is from a previously known and reported discharge: 

 
1. Results, or receipts of results, of analytical tests of surface water or groundwater indicating the presence of 

contamination, in excess of Department Cleanup Target Levels by: 
a. Petroleum products’ contaminants of concern listed in Table B as applicable in Chapter 62-780, F.A.C.; or 
b. A regulated substance, other than petroleum products. 

 
2. The presence of free product, a visible sheen, sludge, or emulsion of a regulated substance, or a regulated substance 

that is visibly observed in soil, on or in surface water, in groundwater samples, on basement floors, in open drainage 
ditches, in open excavations or trenches, in subsurface utility conduits or vaults, or in sewer lines at the facility; 
 

3. A spill or overfill event of a regulated substance to soil or another pervious surface, equal to or exceeding 25 gallons, 
unless the regulated substance has a more stringent reporting requirement specified in 40 CFR Part 302, July 2002; 
 

4. Results of analytical tests of soil indicating the presence of contamination, in excess of Department Cleanup Target 
Levels by: 

a. Petroleum products’ contaminants of concern listed in Table B as applicable in Chapter 62-780, F.A.C.; 
b. A regulated substance, other than petroleum products. 

 
According to Rules 62-761.440 and 62-762.441, F.A.C., a copy of this form must be delivered, emailed, or 
faxed to the County within 24 hours of the discovery of a discharge from a regulated storage tank system, or 
before the close of the County’s next business day.  If, however, this discovery is thought to be a previously 
reported discharge, the owner or operator will have 30 days to investigate and submit supporting 
documentation or this form. It is recommended that the original copy be sent in the mail.  If the discharge 
occurs at a county-owned facility, the form must be delivered, emailed, or faxed to the local DEP District 
Office.  Also, please remember to properly notify your insurance company of this reported discharge in 
accordance with the reporting requirements outlined in your insurance policy.  This form must be maintained 
until storage tank system closure. 

 

 

 
 

[Instructions for Forms 62-761.900(1) and 62-762.901(1)] 
(January 2017) 







From: Irwin, Alannah
To: Stark, Justin; Lancellotti, Romina
Subject: FW: Tropical Shipping Rail Car Incident (Ethanol Release)
Date: Friday, August 13, 2021 12:38:57 PM
Attachments: 072921 DRF.pdf

FW Tropical Shipping.msg
RE INITIAL Palm Beach Ethanol Release DEM-Grant.msg
Rum Transfer 7,29,21 Discharge Report Form DRF.pdf
20210729_145826_resized.jpg
20210729_145904_resized.jpg
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FYI – will keep you updated once I talk to Brett
 

From: Postelli, Brett <Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 13, 2021 12:06 PM
To: Bucell, Bridjette <Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov>; Irwin, Alannah
<Alannah.Irwin@FloridaDEP.gov>
Subject: Tropical Shipping Rail Car Incident (Ethanol Release)
 
Bridjette/Alannah,
Below is the email I received today regarding the rail car incident at Tropical Shipping at the West
Palm Port two weeks ago. John from CBI was supposed to provide me this information this past
Monday as a preliminary plan before they executed the cleanup. I called John on Tuesday to follow
up and he stated the job was completed on Monday 8/9/2021. I reminded him he was supposed to
provide me the plan before work started, that obviously didn’t happen. I told him on Tuesday to
provide me a written statement of what methods were used and what approvals the port engineer
granted pertaining to the railroad tracks. I called John multiple times this past week requesting this
information and never received it. This morning I contacted Tropical Shipping telling them I made
numerous request for information from their contractor and was not getting the information in a
timely matter and told Tropical Shipping (Matt King) that I was going to turn this over to Hazardous
Waste/Enforcement if I didn’t get the information today (8/13/2021).
 
Matt King contacted CBI and ordered them to provide us with the information you see below. Now
that we have the information on what methods were performed and parties involved, how do we
proceed moving forward? I also attached other related documentation and photos pertaining to this
incident.
 
 
EMAIL RECEIVED ON:
August 13, 2021
 
Good morning Mr. Postelli,
 
Per our conversation we preformed the source removal on the rail spur in the Port of Palm Beach.
We excavated per the restrictions provided by the rail engineer Ron Coddington, allowing excavation

based on a 1 to 1 step off format. Ron is the Port Engineer his office is @ One East 11th Street, Suite
600, Riviera Beach, FL 33404. His email is rcoddington@portofpalmbeach.com and office phone

mailto:Alannah.Irwin@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Justin.Stark@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Romina.Lancellotti@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:rcoddington@portofpalmbeach.com










FW: Tropical Shipping

		From

		John Katzor

		To

		Postelli, Brett

		Recipients

		Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov



August 13, 2021





 





Good morning Mr. Postelli,





 





Per our conversation we preformed the source removal on the rail spur in the Port of Palm Beach. We excavated per the restrictions provided by the rail engineer Ron Coddington, allowing excavation based on a 1 to 1 step off format. Ron is the Port Engineer his office is @ One East 11th Street, Suite 600, Riviera Beach, FL 33404. His email is rcoddington@portofpalmbeach.com and office phone #561-383-4133 or cell #561-253-4813. CBI called in line location, mobilized equipment and contracted Gallaher Bassett for OVA screening as originally proposed. Upon arrival CBI scraped the surface adjacent to the rail road ties extending to 1 foot below ground surface after the first foot and increased every foot there after leading to clean wall and / or the step off for the adjacent track to the south. Soil was tested on site utilizing a Photo –Ionization detector operated by Sr. Environmental Field Scientist with Gallagher Bassett. Gallagher Bassett will provide a comprehensive source removal report documenting OVA Tables and photo documentation. The excavation was left open overnight to source an approved back fill. 





 





Respectfully, 





 





John Katzor







 





John Katzor
Facility Manager - Fort Pierce 





Cliff Berry, Inc.





Fort Pierce, FL 34947
JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com | (772) 466-4063 Office Ext 3003 | (772) 466-3507 Fax | (772) 201-4407 Mobile | www.cliffberryinc.com






24 Hour Emergency Response (800) 899-7745





 





This message may contain confidential and privileged information. If it has been sent to you in error, please reply to advise the sender of the error, then immediately delete this message.






John Katzor | Facility Manager - Fort Pierce | Cliff Berry, Inc. | JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com | (772) 466-4063 Ext 3003
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RE: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant

		From

		Sumner, C. Mark

		To

		Bucell, Bridjette

		Cc

		Dolan, Judy; Postelli, Brett

		Recipients

		Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov; Judy.Dolan@FloridaDEP.gov; Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov






The product was being transferred from tractor trailers to railroad tank cars when the transfer hose came out of the fill hatch on the rail car. It took several minutes to notice the issue and turn off the pumps. The incident resulted in an estimated 3500 gallons of ethanol spilled to the railway and adjacent soils. CBI has been hired to cleanup the impacted soils. Brett has the specific contacts for the parties. Please let me know if you have any specific questions. 








Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone











-------- Original message --------


From: "Bucell, Bridjette" <Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov> 


Date: 8/3/21 9:51 AM (GMT-06:00) 


To: "Sumner, C. Mark" <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us> 


Cc: "Dolan, Judy" <Judy.Dolan@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Postelli, Brett" <Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov> 


Subject: RE: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant 








Mark, 





Can you share your notes and photos on this case, please? Judy is with the Tanks program and needs to follow up. 





Thanks, Bridjette





 





From: Sumner, C. Mark <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us> 
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 1:44 PM
To: SWP@em.myflorida.com
Cc: Postelli, Brett <Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov>; Bucell, Bridjette <Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov>; Pajunen, Cole <Cole.Pajunen@FloridaDEP.gov>; Whibbs, Earl <Earl.Whibbs@FloridaDEP.gov>; Sumner, C. Mark <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>; McElheney, MaryAlice <MaryAlice.McElheney@FloridaDEP.gov>; Fuller, James Michael <Michael.Fuller@dep.state.fl.us>; Graves, Samuel A <Samuel.A.Graves@FloridaDEP.gov>; Shulman, Zachary <Zachary.Shulman@FloridaDEP.gov>
Subject: RE: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant





 





Received 





Thank you 





Mark Sumner 





 





 





 





Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone





 





 





 





-------- Original message --------





From: SWP@em.myflorida.com 





Date: 7/29/21 1:41 PM (GMT-05:00) 





To: linda.mcwhorter@em.myflorida.com, John.Kohnke@myfloridacfo.com, John.Gatlin@myfloridacfo.com, tjlyon@me.com, Kenneth.DeCastro@em.myflorida.com, EOC-COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com, Jeff.Swain@em.myflorida.com, nicholas.mayernick@em.myflorida.com, sam.walters@em.myflorida.com, amy.godsey@em.myflorida.com, axel.runtschke@em.myflorida.com, phillip.thomas@em.myflorida.com, woodham.harvey@em.myflorida.com, DLDOHDutyOfficers@flhealth.gov, Kevin.Guthrie@em.myflorida.com, steven.hynes@em.myflorida.com, Samantha.Bequer@em.myflorida.com, stephanie.stachowicz@em.myflorida.com, jim.roberts@em.myflorida.com, ashley.davis@em.myflorida.com, ian.guidicelli@em.myflorida.com, taylor.cheney@em.myflorida.com, "McElheney, MaryAlice" <MaryAlice.McElheney@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Graves, Samuel A" <Samuel.A.Graves@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Russell, Chris" <russell.chris@epa.gov>, chris.stevens@em.myflorida.com, Eric.Lott@em.myflorida.com, Kevin.Hardy@em.myflorida.com, swp@em.myflorida.com, SGDCEHPreparedness@flhealth.gov, "Sumner, C. Mark" <Mark.C.Sumner@dep.state.fl.us>, "Andreotta, Jason" <Jason.Andreotta@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Moore, Jon W" <Jon.W.Moore@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Blandin, Norva" <Norva.Blandin@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Shulman, Zachary" <Zachary.Shulman@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Irwin, Alannah" <Alannah.Irwin@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Lopez, Nichole J" <Nichole.J.Lopez@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Seidemann, Jena" <Jena.Seidemann@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Pollard, Madison" <Madison.Pollard@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Self, Lisa M." <Lisa.M.Self@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Bucell, Bridjette" <Bridjette.Bucell@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Pajunen, Cole" <Cole.Pajunen@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Miller, Dee Ann" <Dee.Ann.Miller@dep.state.fl.us>, "Castillo, Giselle" <Giselle.Castillo@FloridaDEP.gov>, Depnews <Depnews@dep.state.fl.us>, Louis.Dixel@dot.state.fl.us, "Sinnott, Mollie" <Mollie.Sinnott@dep.state.fl.us>, "Davila, Sirena" <Sirena.Davila@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Vindiola, Brianna" <Brianna.Vindiola@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Watts, Denise" <Denise.Watts@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Scott, Patrick" <Patrick.M.Scott@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Kampian, Elena" <Elena.Kampian@FloridaDEP.gov>, "Mominey, Tyler" <Tyler.Mominey@FloridaDEP.gov>, willie.bouie@em.myflorida.com, dana.mcgeehan@em.myflorida.com, countywarningpoint@pbcgov.org, dofficer@pbcgov.org, mblakene@pbcgov.org, SauersD@pbso.org 





Subject: INITIAL / Palm Beach / Ethanol Release / DEM-Grant 





 





  





 





Florida Division of Emergency Management 





State Watch Office Incident Report 





 





Attachments 





 





Attachment: NRC#1312141 





 





Main Information 





 





Report #: 2021-4060 





 





Status: Assigned 





 





Reported to SWO on: 7/29/2021   13:12 ET 





 





Severity: Local Incident 





 





Description: Ethanol Release 





 





This situation involves: Petroleum Spill 





 





Affected Sectors: DEP District - Southeast, DEP OER West Palm - Day 





 





Initial Report: PER NRC#1312141 VERBATIM: THE CALLER IS REPORTING A DISCHARGE OF ETHANOL ONTO THE GROUND FROM A TRANSFER PIPE INSIDE THE FACILITY. THE INCIDENT OCCURRED DUE TO AN IMPROPER ATTACHMENT OF THE LAND TO A RAIL CAR THAT WAS BEING LOADED ON THE FACILITY. 





 





Injuries: No 





 





Fatalities (Unconfirmed by State Medical Examiner): No 





 





Environmental impact: Yes 





  DEP callback requested: Yes 





    Contact: Reporting Party 





 





Incident Occurred: 7/28/2021   13:45 ET 





 





Most Recent Update Date/Time: 07/29/2021-13:40 ET 





 





Most Recent Update: N/A 





 





Affected Counties: Palm Beach 





 





Facility Name or Description: 





 





Incident Location: Address: 4 E 11th Street City: Palm Beach 





 





Map 





 





Coordinates: Lat: 26.7717, Long: -80.05496 











Contact Information 





 





Reporting Party: Name: Matthew King, Tropical Shipping USA LLC |Call Back Number 1: 561-882-2556 |Address: 





 





Responsible Party: Unknown 





 





On-Scene Contact: Unknown 





 





Petroleum Spill 





 





Sub-Type: On Land 





 





Situation: Past Report 





 





Description: Petroleum Spill 





 





Petroleum Type: Fuel 





 





Name or Description: Ethanol 





 





Source / Container: Other Container 





 





Quantity released: 1,550 gallons 





 





Released: Outside environment 





 





Cause of release: Operator error 





 





Storm drains affected: No 





 





Waterways affected: No 





 





Major roadways closed: No 





 





Cleanup actions been taken: Yes 





 





List cleanup actions: (Planned) Unknown 





 





Person conducting cleanup: Cliff Berry 





 





Notification 07/29/2021-13:41 / DEM-Grant 





 





linda.mcwhorter@em.myflorida.com; John.Kohnke@myfloridacfo.com; John.Gatlin@myfloridacfo.com; tjlyon@me.com; Kenneth.DeCastro@em.myflorida.com; EOC-COSLogistics@em.myflorida.com; Jeff.Swain@em.myflorida.com; nicholas.mayernick@em.myflorida.com; sam.walters@em.myflorida.com; amy.godsey@em.myflorida.com; axel.runtschke@em.myflorida.com; phillip.thomas@em.myflorida.com; woodham.harvey@em.myflorida.com; DLDOHDutyOfficers@flhealth.gov; Kevin.Guthrie@em.myflorida.com; steven.hynes@em.myflorida.com; Samantha.Bequer@em.myflorida.com; stephanie.stachowicz@em.myflorida.com; jim.roberts@em.myflorida.com; ashley.davis@em.myflorida.com; ian.guidicelli@em.myflorida.com; taylor.cheney@em.myflorida.com; MaryAlice.McElheney@dep.state.fl.us; Samuel.A.Graves@floridadep.gov; russell.chris@epa.gov; chris.stevens@em.myflorida.com; Eric.Lott@em.myflorida.com; Kevin.Hardy@em.myflorida.com; swp@em.myflorida.com; SGDCEHPreparedness@flhealth.gov; Mark.c.Sumner@floridadep.gov; Jason.Andreotta@floridadep.gov; Jon.W.Moore@FloridaDEP.gov; Norva.Blandin@floridadep.gov; Zachary.Shulman@floridadep.gov; alannah.irwin@floridadep.gov; Nichole.J.Lopez@floridadep.gov; Jena.Seidemann@floridadep.gov; Madison.Pollard@floridadep.gov; Lisa.M.Self@floridadep.gov; Bridjette.Bucell@floridadep.gov; Cole.Pajunen@floridadep.gov; Dee.Ann.Miller@floridadep.gov; Giselle.Castillo@floridadep.gov; DEPNews@floridadep.gov; Louis.Dixel@dot.state.fl.us; mollie.sinnott@floridadep.gov; Sirena.Davila@FloridaDEP.gov; Brianna.Vindiola@floridadep.gov; Denise.Watts@floridadep.gov; patrick.m.scott@Floridadep.gov; elena.kampian@floridadep.gov; Tyler.Mominey@FloridaDEP.gov; willie.bouie@em.myflorida.com; dana.mcgeehan@em.myflorida.com; countywarningpoint@pbcgov.org; dofficer@pbcgov.org; mblakene@pbcgov.org; SauersD@pbso.org 





 





  





The State Watch Office values your feedback; please take a 1 minute survey about this notification. 





Under Florida law, correspondence with the Florida Division of Emergency Management concerning agency business that is neither confidential nor exempt pursuant to Florida Statutes is a public record and will be made available to the public upon request.
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DEP Form: 62-761.900(1) 


Form Title: Discharge Report Form 


Effective Date: January 2017 


Incorporated in Rule 62-761.405, F.A.C. 


Department of  
Environmental Protection 


2600 Blair Stone Road ♦ Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 


DISCHARGE REPORT FORM 
Complete all applicable blanks, and submit copies of any analytical or field test results confirming contamination to soils, surface water, or groundwater to the County 


via email or mail. 


Facility ID Number (If Registered): Date of Form Completion: 


Facility Name:  


Facility (Property) Owner:  


Date of Discovery: __________________ 


County:  


Telephone Number: 


Owner Mailing Address:  


Location of Discharge (Facility Street Address):  Lat/Long:  


Date of receipt of any test or analytical results confirming a discharge: Estimated number of gallons discharged: 


Discharge affected: (Check all that apply) 
Soil  Groundwater 
Drinking water well(s)  Shoreline 


Soil water (water body name) 
Other (specify)  


Evidence of discharge: (Check all that apply) 
Visual observation of sheen  Results or receipt of results of analytical tests Stained soils 
Visual observation of free product Spill or vehicle overfill > 25 gallons to a pervious surface Other (explain in comments) 


Method of discovery and confirmation of discharge: (Check all that apply, see rule language explanation on instructions for this form) 
Visual observation     Closure/Closure sampling assessment Surface water analytical results 
Groundwater analytical results   Soil analytical results  Other (specify) 


Type of regulated substance discharged: (Check all that apply) 
Gasoline  Jet fuel Mineral acids (ASTs) 
Diesel Used/waste oil  Ammonia compound Chlorine compound 
Heating oil  New motor/lube oil  Biofuel blends 
Kerosene  Pesticide  Unknown 
Aviation gas Grade 5 & 6 residual oils Other (specify)  
Hazardous substance (USTs) – write name or Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) #: 


Discharge originated from a: (Check all that apply) 
Tank  Other secondary containment Railroad tankcar 
Piping Fitting or pipe connection  Barge, tanker ship or other vessel 
Spill bucket Valve  Pipeline 
Dispenser  Tank truck  Drum 
Piping sump Vehicle or customer vehicle  Unknown 
Dispenser sump Aircraft  Other (specify)  


Cause of the discharge: (Check all that apply) 
Spill  Material failure (crack, split, etc.)  Collision Weather 
Overfill Material incompatibility Vehicle accident  Human error 
Corrosion Improper installation  Fire/explosion Unknown 
Puncture Loose connection Vandalism Other (specify) 


Actions taken in response to the discharge: 


Comments: 


Agencies notified (as applicable): 


Fire Department  County Program  District Office State Watch Office 
800-320-0519 


National Response Center 
800-424-8802 


To the best of my knowledge and belief, all information submitted on this form is true, accurate and complete. 


Printed Name of Owner, Operator or Authorized Representative Signature of Owner, Operator or Authorized Representative 







 
Discharge Report Form Instructions 


 
 
Oil spills to navigable waters of the United States, and releases of reportable quantities of CERCLA hazardous substances 
must be reported immediately to the National Response Center. Reports to the National Response Center of oil spills to 
navigable waters need not be repeated to any other federal, state, or local agency. Conditions at the site that do not 
involve spills to navigable waters of the United States, or CERCLA hazardous substances, that pose an immediate threat 
to human health or the environment must be reported to the State Watch Office or the Local Fire Department. 
Nevertheless, this form must be submitted for all discharges from facilities with storage tank systems, and sites in 
accordance with Chapters 62-761, 62-762, and 62-780, F.A.C. 
 
 State Watch Office National Response Center Local Fire Department 
 1-800-320-0519                             1-800-424-8802                                911 
 
 
This form must be used to report any confirmed discharge, or of any one of the following, unless the 
discharge is from a previously known and reported discharge: 


 
1. Results, or receipts of results, of analytical tests of surface water or groundwater indicating the presence of 


contamination, in excess of Department Cleanup Target Levels by: 
a. Petroleum products’ contaminants of concern listed in Table B as applicable in Chapter 62-780, F.A.C.; or 
b. A regulated substance, other than petroleum products. 


 
2. The presence of free product, a visible sheen, sludge, or emulsion of a regulated substance, or a regulated substance 


that is visibly observed in soil, on or in surface water, in groundwater samples, on basement floors, in open drainage 
ditches, in open excavations or trenches, in subsurface utility conduits or vaults, or in sewer lines at the facility; 
 


3. A spill or overfill event of a regulated substance to soil or another pervious surface, equal to or exceeding 25 gallons, 
unless the regulated substance has a more stringent reporting requirement specified in 40 CFR Part 302, July 2002; 
 


4. Results of analytical tests of soil indicating the presence of contamination, in excess of Department Cleanup Target 
Levels by: 


a. Petroleum products’ contaminants of concern listed in Table B as applicable in Chapter 62-780, F.A.C.; 
b. A regulated substance, other than petroleum products. 


 
According to Rules 62-761.440 and 62-762.441, F.A.C., a copy of this form must be delivered, emailed, or 
faxed to the County within 24 hours of the discovery of a discharge from a regulated storage tank system, or 
before the close of the County’s next business day.  If, however, this discovery is thought to be a previously 
reported discharge, the owner or operator will have 30 days to investigate and submit supporting 
documentation or this form. It is recommended that the original copy be sent in the mail.  If the discharge 
occurs at a county-owned facility, the form must be delivered, emailed, or faxed to the local DEP District 
Office.  Also, please remember to properly notify your insurance company of this reported discharge in 
accordance with the reporting requirements outlined in your insurance policy.  This form must be maintained 
until storage tank system closure. 


 


 


 
 


[Instructions for Forms 62-761.900(1) and 62-762.901(1)] 
(January 2017) 





		DRF

		Discharge-Report-Form-Instr_12Jan17



		Facility ID Number: 

		Date of Form Completion: 7/29/2021

		Date of Discovery: 7/28/2021

		Facility name: Tropical Shipping - Port of Palm Beach

		County: Palm Beach

		Facility (Property) Owner: Tropical Shipping USA LLC

		Telephone number: 561-882-2556

		Owner mailing address: 501 Ave P Riviera Beach, Fl 33404

		Location of Discharge: 4 E 11th St. Riviera Beach, Fl 33404

		Latitude/Longitude: 26.767740,-80.058533

		Test Results Date: 

		Estimated number of gallons discharged: 1550

		Soil: Yes

		Groundwater: Off

		Water Body Name: 

		Other: Off

		Soil water: Off

		Drinking water well: Off

		Shoreline: Off

		Other - specify what affected: 

		Visual observation of sheen: Off

		Visual observation of free product: Yes

		Results of analysis: Off

		Spill or overfill >25: Yes

		Stained soils: Off

		Other - explain in comments: Off

		Closure: Off

		Visual observation of discharge: Yes

		Surface water analytical results: Off

		Groundwater anaylytical results: Off

		Soil analytical results: Off

		Other method of discovery: Off

		Other - Specify2: 

		Gasoline: Off

		Jet fuel: Off

		Diesel: Off

		Mineral acids (ASTs): Off

		Ammonia compound: Off

		Heating oil: Off

		Used/waste oil: Off

		New motor/Lube oil: Off

		Biofuel blends: Off

		Chlorine compound: Off

		Kerosene: Off

		Aviation gas: Off

		Pesticide: Off

		Unknown substance: Off

		Other type: Yes

		Other - Specify3: Ethanol

		Grade 5&6 residual oils: Off

		CAS#: 

		HazSubstance (USTs): Off

		Other secondary containment: Off

		Tank: Off

		Piping: Yes

		Fitting or pipe connection: Off

		Railroad tankcar: Off

		Barge: Off

		Spill bucket: Off

		Valve: Off

		Pipeline: Off

		Dispenser: Off

		Tank truck: Off

		Drum: Off

		Piping sump: Off

		Dispenser sump: Off

		Vehicle: Off

		Aircraft: Off

		Unknown where discharge originated: Off

		Other - specify where: Off

		Other - Specify4: 

		Material failure: Off

		Spill: Off

		Overfill: Off

		Material incompatibility: Off

		Collision: Off

		Vehicle accident: Off

		Weather: Off

		Human error: Yes

		Corrosion: Off

		Improper Installation: Off

		Fire - explosion: Off

		Unknown cause: Off

		Vandalism: Off

		Other - Specify5: Off

		Other - Specify6: 

		Puncture: Off

		Loose connection: Off

		Actions taken in reponse: Cliff Berry Inc has been contracted to assess and remediate all affected areas.

		Comments: 

		Fire Department: Off

		County Program: Off

		County Program Name: 

		DEP District Office: Off

		District Office: 

		State Watch Office: Yes

		National Response Center: Yes

				2021-07-29T13:07:16-0400

		Matthew King

		I am the author of this document





		Print Name: Matthew S. King











#561-383-4133 or cell #561-253-4813. CBI called in line location, mobilized equipment and
contracted Gallaher Bassett for OVA screening as originally proposed. Upon arrival CBI scraped the
surface adjacent to the rail road ties extending to 1 foot below ground surface after the first foot
and increased every foot there after leading to clean wall and / or the step off for the adjacent track
to the south. Soil was tested on site utilizing a Photo –Ionization detector operated by Sr.
Environmental Field Scientist with Gallagher Bassett. Gallagher Bassett will provide a comprehensive
source removal report documenting OVA Tables and photo documentation. The excavation was left
open overnight to source an approved back fill.
 
Respectfully,
 
John Katzor

 
John Katzor
Facility Manager - Fort Pierce
Cliff Berry, Inc.
Fort Pierce, FL 34947
JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com | (772) 466-4063 Office Ext 3003 | (772) 466-3507 Fax | (772)
201-4407 Mobile | www.cliffberryinc.com

24 Hour Emergency Response (800) 899-7745
 
 
 
 

Brett Postelli
Environmental Specialist III
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Southeast District – West Palm Beach
3301 Gun Club Road, MSC 7210-1
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
Brett.Postelli@floridadep.gov
Office: (561) 681-6767
Mobile: (954) 658-8020
 
State Watch Office: (24/7-ER): 800-320-0519
National Response Center: (24/7-ER): 800-424-8802
https://floridadep.gov/OER
 

 
 

mailto:JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com
http://www.cliffberryinc.com/
mailto:Brett.Postelli@floridadep.gov
https://floridadep.gov/OER


From: John Katzor
To: Postelli, Brett
Subject: FW: Tropical Shipping
Date: Friday, August 13, 2021 10:39:53 AM
Attachments: image002.jpg

August 13, 2021
 
Good morning Mr. Postelli,
 
Per our conversation we preformed the source removal on the rail spur in the Port of Palm Beach.
We excavated per the restrictions provided by the rail engineer Ron Coddington, allowing excavation

based on a 1 to 1 step off format. Ron is the Port Engineer his office is @ One East 11th Street, Suite
600, Riviera Beach, FL 33404. His email is rcoddington@portofpalmbeach.com and office phone
#561-383-4133 or cell #561-253-4813. CBI called in line location, mobilized equipment and
contracted Gallaher Bassett for OVA screening as originally proposed. Upon arrival CBI scraped the
surface adjacent to the rail road ties extending to 1 foot below ground surface after the first foot
and increased every foot there after leading to clean wall and / or the step off for the adjacent track
to the south. Soil was tested on site utilizing a Photo –Ionization detector operated by Sr.
Environmental Field Scientist with Gallagher Bassett. Gallagher Bassett will provide a comprehensive
source removal report documenting OVA Tables and photo documentation. The excavation was left
open overnight to source an approved back fill.
 
Respectfully,
 
John Katzor

 

John Katzor
Facility Manager - Fort Pierce
Cliff Berry, Inc.
Fort Pierce, FL 34947
JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com | (772) 466-4063 Office Ext 3003 | (772) 466-3507 Fax | (772)
201-4407 Mobile | www.cliffberryinc.com

24 Hour Emergency Response (800) 899-7745
 
This message may contain confidential and privileged information. If it has been sent to you in error, please reply to advise
the sender of the error, then immediately delete this message.

John Katzor | Facility Manager - Fort Pierce | Cliff Berry, Inc. | JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com |
(772) 466-4063 Ext 3003

mailto:JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e47c5ab6240447ab90b4e3673b65dcd1-Postelli_B
mailto:rcoddington@portofpalmbeach.com
mailto:JKatzor@cliffberryinc.com
http://www.cliffberryinc.com/











From: Postelli, Brett
To: Lancellotti, Romina
Subject: FW: Ethanol Safety Data Sheet
Date: Tuesday, August 31, 2021 10:05:49 AM
Attachments: image003.png

image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
hazardous_documentation_40937803.pdf

Romina,
Here is the SDS and the email below from Matt.
 
 

Brett Postelli
Environmental Specialist III
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Southeast District – West Palm Beach
3301 Gun Club Road, MSC 7210-1
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
Brett.Postelli@floridadep.gov
Office: (561) 681-6767
Mobile: (954) 658-8020
 
State Watch Office: (24/7-ER): 800-320-0519
National Response Center: (24/7-ER): 800-424-8802
https://floridadep.gov/OER
 

 
 

From: Matthew King <mking@tropical.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 10:46 AM
To: Postelli, Brett <Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov>
Subject: RE: Ethanol Safety Data Sheet
 
Brett,
 
Thanks for reaching out to me for this. Attached please find the product’s SDS.
 
Because there was so much pressure pushing the ethanol through the flexi hose we believe most of
the product was driven adjacent to the rail car. With this said it was observed that product still did
accumulate on top of the tracks by an employee. I would assume between 100-200 gallons poured
onto the railroad tracks itself. The remaining 1300-1400 gallons were spilled onto the ground
adjacent to the railcar. The soil adjacent to the railroad tracks were excavated until no further traces
of ethanol could be found. Since ethanol has such a low flashpoint being extremely volatile we
believe the majority of the ethanol evaporated. No soil was removed from the tracks itself due to it
being critical infrastructure. I hope this information helps. Let me know if you have further questions
or if I may be of assistance in any way.
 
 
Matthew S. King CSP, SMS l Health, Safety & Environmental Manager l Tropical Shipping l 501
Avenue P l Riviera Beach, FL 33404
P: (561) 882-2556 I email: mking@tropical.com l www.tropical.com

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E47C5AB6240447AB90B4E3673B65DCD1-POSTELLI_B
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COMING SOON!

 
 
CONFIDENTIAL:  UNAUTHORIZED USE OR DISCLOSURE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
This information is intended to provide interpretative information in regard to the subject matter covered
as a service to our clients and has been answered to the best of our ability based on the information
provided to us. We do not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any such interpretation or
information, nor do we warrant that compliance with any advice we provide will guarantee compliance
with any legal or regulatory requirements.  Our statements or opinions do not convey legal interpretation
and government authorities or legal counsel should be contacted for such a response.
 
 
 

From: Postelli, Brett <Brett.Postelli@FloridaDEP.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2021 3:09 PM
To: Matthew King <mking@tropical.com>
Subject: Ethanol Safety Data Sheet
 
Notice: This email originated from outside the TSC network.

Hi Matthew,
Hope all is well. I Just got out of a meeting reviewing the incident with the railcar involving the 1500
gallon food grade ethanol. We are looking to see what further actions may need to be done if any. If
you could provide me the safety data sheet for that particular material and with a rough estimate of
how much you believe was released under the railcar onto the tracks and how much was recovered,
it would be much appreciated and will help us determine if further actions are needed.
 
 

Brett Postelli
Environmental Specialist III
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Southeast District – West Palm Beach
3301 Gun Club Road, MSC 7210-1
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
Brett.Postelli@floridadep.gov
Office: (561) 681-6767
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Mobile: (954) 658-8020
 
State Watch Office: (24/7-ER): 800-320-0519
National Response Center: (24/7-ER): 800-424-8802
https://floridadep.gov/OER
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	Facility ID Number: 
	Date of Form Completion: 7/29/2021
	Date of Discovery: 7/28/2021
	Facility name: Tropical Shipping - Port of Palm Beach
	County: Palm Beach
	Facility (Property) Owner: Tropical Shipping USA LLC
	Telephone number: 561-882-2556
	Owner mailing address: 501 Ave P Riviera Beach, Fl 33404
	Location of Discharge: 4 E 11th St. Riviera Beach, Fl 33404
	Latitude/Longitude: 26.767740,-80.058533
	Test Results Date: 
	Estimated number of gallons discharged: 1550
	Soil: Yes
	Groundwater: Off
	Water Body Name: 
	Other: Off
	Soil water: Off
	Drinking water well: Off
	Shoreline: Off
	Other - specify what affected: 
	Visual observation of sheen: Off
	Visual observation of free product: Yes
	Results of analysis: Off
	Spill or overfill >25: Yes
	Stained soils: Off
	Other - explain in comments: Off
	Closure: Off
	Visual observation of discharge: Yes
	Surface water analytical results: Off
	Groundwater anaylytical results: Off
	Soil analytical results: Off
	Other method of discovery: Off
	Other - Specify2: 
	Gasoline: Off
	Jet fuel: Off
	Diesel: Off
	Mineral acids (ASTs): Off
	Ammonia compound: Off
	Heating oil: Off
	Used/waste oil: Off
	New motor/Lube oil: Off
	Biofuel blends: Off
	Chlorine compound: Off
	Kerosene: Off
	Aviation gas: Off
	Pesticide: Off
	Unknown substance: Off
	Other type: Yes
	Other - Specify3: Ethanol
	Grade 5&6 residual oils: Off
	CAS#: 
	HazSubstance (USTs): Off
	Other secondary containment: Off
	Tank: Off
	Piping: Yes
	Fitting or pipe connection: Off
	Railroad tankcar: Off
	Barge: Off
	Spill bucket: Off
	Valve: Off
	Pipeline: Off
	Dispenser: Off
	Tank truck: Off
	Drum: Off
	Piping sump: Off
	Dispenser sump: Off
	Vehicle: Off
	Aircraft: Off
	Unknown where discharge originated: Off
	Other - specify where: Off
	Other - Specify4: 
	Material failure: Off
	Spill: Off
	Overfill: Off
	Material incompatibility: Off
	Collision: Off
	Vehicle accident: Off
	Weather: Off
	Human error: Yes
	Corrosion: Off
	Improper Installation: Off
	Fire - explosion: Off
	Unknown cause: Off
	Vandalism: Off
	Other - Specify5: Off
	Other - Specify6: 
	Puncture: Off
	Loose connection: Off
	Actions taken in reponse: Cliff Berry Inc has been contracted to assess and remediate all affected areas.
	Comments: 
	Fire Department: Off
	County Program: Off
	County Program Name: 
	DEP District Office: Off
	District Office: 
	State Watch Office: Yes
	National Response Center: Yes
	Print Name: Matthew S. King


