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Coastal Recreation Activities 
The coastline area of Sarasota County is utilized for several ocean and beach recreational 
activities year-round such as beach use, sunbathing, sandcastle construction, swimming, 
fishing, charter boat services, kayaking, canoeing, offshore scuba diving, windsurfing, 
surfing and boogie boarding. 
 
There are a number of bay and gulf artificial reef sites in Sarasota County. The Roehr 
Gulf Reef and Silvertooth Reefs are directly offshore (west) of Lido Key in 22 and 30 
feet of water, respectively and are made of rubble and concrete. Bay artificial reefs 
located east of Lido Key in shallow waters in 7 to 21 feet of water are the Miller, Jantzen, 
Evans, Coker and Powers reefs. These bay reefs are constructed of concrete, Florida 
Power and Light insulators, and reef balls in the case of the Jantzen reef. 
 
Recreational Areas and Beach Use 
The three beachfront parks within the project area are: North Lido Public Beach, Lido 
Public Beach and South Lido Public Beach & Park. The beach parks experience heavy 
recreational use at all times of year and also provide important sea turtle nesting habitat, 
including the endangered loggerhead sea turtles.  Further details about the parks can be 
found in Attachment No. 15.  The locations of the parks are shown on the project area 
aerial maps in Attachment No. 25.   
 
Recreational and Commercial Fishing 
Florida’s recreational fishery is an important component of the state’s tourism economy. 
Between 2012 and 2013, the Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey (MRFSS) 
identified approximately 3.8 million anglers in Florida within the Gulf of Mexico.  The 
survey data suggests that in 2012, 51% of recreational fishing is performed from private 
boats, 10% is performed from charter boats, with 39% of recreational fishing done from 
land.  The bay and offshore habitats of Lido Key offer anglers a variety of fish including 
snook, tarpon, sheepshead, cobia, jack cravelle, and many others.  
 
Applied Technology & Management conducted a detailed analysis of the recreational 
fishing and diving for the Town of Longboat Key, located immediately northeast of Lido 
Key, as part of the FDEP permit application for the 1993 Town of Longboat Key beach 
nourishment project (ATM, 1991).  
 
Interviews conducted in 1991 with recognized local fishery resource experts, Mr. John 
Stevely of the Florida Sea Grant office and Dr. Randy Edwards of Mote Marine 
Laboratory confirmed that the major commercial fishery in the Longboat Key area 
consists of bait fish (Spanish sardines and thread herring), mullet, pompano and Spanish 
mackerel. They further indicated that there is a ban on purse seine usage in Sarasota 
County; thus, thread herring is not collected in the waters off of Sarasota County because 
thread herring is collected by this method. Mullet fishing is a year round activity with a 
concentration of fishing occurring from mid-November through December. Mullet are 



captured offshore by gill net and are also collected in the nearshore and beach area 
throughout the year in smaller numbers. Pompano was commercially fished within the 
beach zone during the spring (March and April) and for a short period during the fall. 
Spanish mackerel are commercially taken during the fall (October - November) and 
spring (March - April) (ATM, 1991). 
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