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1. Description of Facility Operation 

 

A. Types of materials, i.e., wastes, recyclable materials or recovered materials, to 

be managed or processed. 

 

The Materials Recovery Facility for Construction and Demolition Debris (MRF) will accept, 

process and recycle materials that meet the definition of Construction and Demolition Debris 

as specified by F.A.C. 62-701.200(24). 

 

Construction and Demolition Debris (C&D Debris):  means discarded materials 

generally considered to be not water soluble and non-hazardous in nature, including 

but not limited to steel, glass, brick, concrete, asphalt material, pipe, gypsum 

wallboard, and lumber, from the construction or destruction of a structure as part of 

a construction or demolition project or from the renovation of a structure, including 

such debris from construction of structures at a site remote from the construction or 

demolition project site. The term includes rocks, soils, tree remains, trees, and other 

vegetative matter that normally results from land clearing or land development 

operations for a construction project; clean cardboard, paper, plastic, wood, and 

metal scraps from a construction project; except as provided in Section 

403.707(9)(j), F.S., yard trash and unpainted, non-treated wood scraps from 

sources other than construction or demolition projects; scrap from manufacturing 

facilities that is the type of material generally used in construction projects and that 

would meet the definition of construction and demolition debris if it were generated 

as part of a construction or demolition project, including debris from the construction 

of manufactured homes and scrap shingles, wallboard, siding concrete, and similar 

materials from industrial or commercial facilities and de minims amounts of other 

non-hazardous wastes that are generated at construction or demolition projects, 

provided such amounts are consistent with best management practices of the 

construction and demolition industries. Mixing of construction and demolition debris 

with other types of solid waste will cause it to be classified as other than construction 

and demolition debris. The term also includes:  

(a) Clean cardboard, paper, plastic, wood, and metal scraps from a 

construction project; 

(b) Except as provided in s. 403.707(9)(j), yard trash and unpainted, 

nontreated wood scraps and wood pallets from sources other than 

construction or demolition projects; 

(c) Scrap from manufacturing facilities which is the type of material 

generally used in construction projects and which would meet the definition of 

construction and demolition debris if it were generated as part of a 

construction or demolition project. This includes debris from the construction 

of manufactured homes and scrap shingles, wallboard, siding concrete, and 

similar materials from industrial or commercial facilities; and 

(d) De minims amounts of other nonhazardous wastes that are generated at 

construction or destruction projects, provided such amounts are consistent 

with best management practices of the industry. 

 

The MRF may also accept, process and recycle materials that meet the definition of a Class 

III Waste as specified by F.A.C. 62-701.200(14).  Class III materials shall be limited to 

items associated with the renovation or destruction of a structure such as carpet, carpet 

padding, cardboard, plastic and paper and they must be recycled in order to be accepted. 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0400-0499/0403/Sections/0403.707.html
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Class III Waste:  means yard trash, construction and demolition debris, processed 

tires, asbestos, carpet, cardboard, paper, glass, plastic, furniture other than 

appliances, or other materials approved by the Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection, that are not expected to produce leachate that poses a threat to public 

health or the environment.  Refer to Rule 62-701 F.A.C. 

 

B. Expected daily average and maximum weights or volumes of materials to be 

managed or processed 
 

Historical daily averages for construction and demolition debris that have been received at 

the MRF are summarized in Table 1-1.  Based on historic values the expected daily average 

for materials to be managed and processed is between 150 and 400 tons per day.  The 

maximum weight of materials to be managed and processed is 400 tons per day.  
 

 

 
 

C. How will the materials be managed or processed 

 

The County owned, contractor operated Waste Processing Facility/Materials Recovery 

Facility (MRF) is for the acceptance, sorting, processing, recycling and management of 

construction and demolition debris and select Class III Waste. Select Class III Waste 

includes but is not limited to carpet, carpet padding, plastic, cardboard and paper.   

These materials are received in loads as part of construction and demolition projects and 

can readily be recycled and diverted from landfill disposal.  

 

A customer arriving at the landfill with construction and demolition debris (C&D) obtains a 

weight ticket for their materials and is directed to go to the MRF by the scalehouse 

attendant. 

 

Customers arriving at the MRF present the weight ticket to the spotter at the MRF. The 

spotter screens each load for unacceptable materials which includes asking the customer 

questions regarding the load contents.  Based upon the results of the waste screening 

process,  loads with no known unauthorized or hazardous waste are deposited onto the 

sorting floor while loads with unauthorized or hazardous waste are rejected from 

acceptance.   

 

Materials that reach the sorting floor are then sorted to remove recyclable materials.  Once 

the recyclable materials are separated from the load, they are then diverted to designated 

processing or storage areas.  Mixed recyclable materials that are used to make recovered 

screened material (RSM) are moved to a designated area before they are processed.  

Materials that are not recyclable are placed in a designated storage area where they are 

stored prior to transport for disposal at a permitted Solid Waste Management Facility.  All  

FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08 FY09 FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16

C&D Tons Received 46106 56872 44228 50081 45827 60397 68321 78315 52144 31719 24580 21261 20123 20259 27893 31356 34805 21278

Daily Average Weight (Tons) 149 184 143 162 148 195 221 253 169 103 80 69 65 66 90 101 113 138

Daily Average baed on Facility Opened 309 days/year

FY16 - Based on six-months 

TABLE 1-1

Construction & Demolition Debris Fiscal Year Report
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de minimus amounts of Class I waste that are separated from the materials are placed in a 

designated receptacle where they are stored until they are disposed of into a permitted 

Class I Solid Waste Management Facility.  The storage time period limit for Class I waste is 

seven (7) calendar days. 

 

When there is an adequate amount of material to process to make RSM, the material is 

ground and processed through a shaker/screen machine. The consistency of the material 

must pass through a 2-inch (100%) and ¼ inch (50%) screen.  The shaker/screen machine 

is equipped with a magnetic screen to remove nails and other sharp metal objects from the 

final RSM product. 

 

The sorted recyclable materials are stored onsite until the facility operator makes 

arrangements for transport to offsite recycling or processing locations. 

 

D. How will materials flow through the facility including locations of the loading, 

unloading, sorting, processing, and storage areas 

 

The materials flow schematic is shown on Figure 1-1. The specific locations for loading, 

unloading, sorting, processing and storage areas are shown on Figure 1-2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remainder of Page Left Intentionally Blank 
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E. Types of equipment that will be used 

The types of equipment that will be used at the MRF includes equipment to 

move and transport unsorted, sorted and processed materials as well as 

equipment to process materials into recovered products or to package 

materials for storage and eventual transport to an off-site recycling or 

permitted disposal facility. Equipment includes, but is not limited to, the 

following: 

 

  

Payloaders 

 Power Screens 

 Material Screens 

Wood Grinders 

Densifers 

Crushers 

Excavators 

Magnets 

 

Bailers 

Pumps 

Water Truck 

Roll-off Containers 

Off Road Trucks 

Dump Trucks 

Semi Tractors & Trailers 

Roll-off Trucks 

 

 

 

F. The maximum time materials will be stored at the facility 

 

Refer to Table 1-2 and Figure 1-2 for the maximum time materials will be stored at the 

MRF.  

 

G. The maximum amounts of wastes, recyclable materials, and recovered 

materials that will be stored at the facility at any one time 

 

Refer to Table 1-2 and Figure 1-2 for the maximum amounts of wastes and recyclable 

materials that will be stored at the MRF. 
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H. Expected disposition of materials after leaving the facility 

 

See Figure 1-1 MRF Materials Flow Schematic for information on disposition of materials. 

 

2. Operational Requirements 

 

A. Storage of putrescible and unauthorized wastes 

 

All putrescible waste shall be sorted and removed from incoming loads as they are received 

by the facility operator.  Putrescible waste shall be stored in a leak-proof container with the 

lid closed, except when wastes are being deposited or removed from the container.  In 

accordance with Rule 62-701.710(4)(b), F.A.C., the putrescible waste container described 

will control vectors and odors; therefore, the putrescible waste container shall be emptied 

when the container is full or at a minimum every 7 days, whichever occurs first. Any other 

unauthorized waste received by the facility shall be segregated and transported to an 

authorized disposal or recycling facility within 30 days of receipt. 

 

B. Control of odor and vectors 

 

The MRF shall be operated so that objectionable odors do not occur beyond the facilities 

property boundary.  If odors do occur, then the facility operator shall immediately employ 

techniques and processes to rid the area of odors within a twenty-four (24) hour time 

period.  Vectors shall be controlled by operating the MRF in an orderly, clean manner at all 

times. If vectors do occur, the facility operator shall immediately employ techniques and 

processes to rid the area of vectors within a twenty-four (24) hour time period. Litter shall 

be collected on a daily basis.   

 

C. Operator and spotter training 

 

Operators and spotters at the MRF shall be trained in accordance with subsection 62-

701.320(15), F.A.C.  A trained operator shall be on duty whenever the facility is operating 

and one trained spotter shall be on duty at all times the MRF is open to the public and 

receiving waste materials. Operating hours are posted at the facility. Current operating 

hours are Monday – Saturday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, excluding the holidays of New 

Year’s Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Operating hours are subject 

to change. 

 

Copies of operator and spotter certifications are available at the MRF office or the Landfill 

Administration Building. 

 

62-701.320(15). Operator and spotter training and special criteria. The owner or 

operator of a landfill, or other solid waste management facility required by this 

chapter to have trained operators or spotters, shall not employ a person to perform, 
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nor may any person perform, the duties of an operator or spotter at such facility 

unless that person is a trained operator or trained spotter. A facility may employ 

interim spotters, but only if they work under the direct supervision of a trained 

spotter or trained operator. A facility may employ an interim operator in lieu of a 

trained operator for no more than three consecutive months. 

 

(a) Owners and operators of facilities shall ensure that operators employed at the 

facility are properly trained to operate the facility, and that spotters are properly 

trained to identify and properly manage any unauthorized waste which is 

received at the facility. A training plan shall be included as part of the permit 

application. The training plan shall either include a list and schedule of those 

classes offered to the public which will be attended by the facility’s operators and 

spotters, or shall include a description of the facility’s in-house training program. 

All training courses, whether public or in-house, must be approved by the 

Department in accordance with Section 403.716, F.S. Any in-house operator 

training program which includes an examination required by this subsection must 

be administered by an independent third party. Any other in-house operator 

training program must be administered by a trained operator. Any in-house 

spotter training program must be administered by a trained operator or a trained 

spotter. The training plan, along with records documenting how the training plan 

is being implemented, shall be kept at the facility at all times and be made 

available for inspection by Department staff. The Department will maintain a list 

of relevant training courses which are available in this State. 

 

(b) In order to be considered trained, operators of the following facilities shall 

complete the following training requirements at courses described in the facility’s 

operating plan: 

 

1. Operators of landfills, and operators of construction and demolition debris 

disposal facilities, shall complete 24 hours of initial training, and shall pass 

an examination as part of that training. Within three years after passing 

the examination, and every three years thereafter, operators shall 

complete an additional 16 hours of continued training. 

2. Operators of waste processing facilities shall complete 16 hours of initial 

training, and shall pass an examination as part of that training. Within 

three years after passing the examination, and every three years 

thereafter, operators shall complete an additional 8 hours of continued 

training. 

(c) In order to be considered trained, spotters shall complete 8 hours of initial 

training at courses described in the facility’s operating plan. Within three years after 

attending the initial training, and every three years thereafter, spotters shall 

complete an additional 4 hours of continued training. 

 

 

D. Fire protection 

 

Fire protection is provided by the Nokomis Fire Department. The Nokomis Fire 

Department works through mutual aide agreements with Sarasota County and Venice 
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Fire Departments.  The Sarasota County Fire Department annually inspects the MRF for 

fire safety compliance. A copy of the inspection report is kept on-site at the Landfill 

Administration Building.  

If a fire starts, employees are instructed to dial 911, and to move the public from the site 

to a safe location until help arrives.  The MRF has general purpose fire extinguishers (ABC) 

at locations throughout the site that can be used to extinguish small fires. The MRF also 

has a water supply system throughout the MRF that can be used for fire suppression. There 

is a 3" diameter PVC pipe with quick coupler hose adapters and nozzles located at 250-foot 

grid pattern throughout the MRF. The facility operator also has a mobile 2,500-gallon water 

truck on site that can be used to put water on a fire.  

The MRF will be shut down to the public if a fire occurs until the responding Fire 

Department releases the site back to the facility operator.  No waste acceptance or 

processing shall be performed during a fire.    

 

E. Facility access 

 

Access to the MRF is controlled by three separate security systems.  The first is the main 

entrance gates to the landfill site which are kept locked when the landfill is closed to the 

public.  The second security system to the gate controlled access to the interior landfill site 

where the MRF is location and the third security system is the parameter fence that 

surrounds the property boundary of the MRF.   

 

F. Leachate containment 

 

All sorting areas as well as the materials storage areas for mixed recyclables waiting to be 

processed as RSM and separated non-recyclable materials storage area are located within 

the leachate collection system. 

 

The leachate containment area is designed to collect the leachate that may be within a load 

or generated by a rain event. The entire leachate containment area is made of a poured 

concrete slab that is sloped to drain into the leachate collection system to prevent the 

discharge of leachate, and minimize the presence of standing water.  

 

Liquid within the containment area flows by gravity to the trench drains. The trench drains 

are 12-inch wide rectangular concrete channels 85 feet in length. These drains are covered 

with a traffic-bearing grate. Leachate flows from the trench drains into a 15-inch diameter 

HDPE pipe. This pipe conveys the leachate from the containment area to the wet well. 

Leachate then enters the 5,000 gallon wet well/separator box.  The separator section of the 

box has a 1,250-gallon capacity and is used to remove solids and reduce turbidity. The 

separator section is inspected weekly to ensure that the accumulation of solids and 

sediment settled out of the raw leachate discharge from the containment area do not 

restrict flow into the wet well section of the box. Accumulated solids, and sediments are 

removed as needed.  Leachate then flows into the wet well pump station. The pump station 

has a 3,750-gallon capacity and contains two pumps, pump number one and pump number 

two.  Pump number one is used to discharge leachate to the four inch diameter force 

main that connects the wet well/separator box to the six inch diameter force main that 

conveys leachate from the Class I area to the leachate storage tanks. A backflow 

prevention valve prevents leachate from the leachate force main from entering the wet 

well pump station. All leachate discharged to the leachate force main is recorded by a 
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flowmeter installed at the discharge of the MRF before discharge to the leachate force 

main. This information is recorded daily and included with the leachate reports for the 

landfill. Pump number two is used to transfer leachate to the sprinkler water storage 

facility. The sprinkler water storage facility consists of two interconnected 5,000-gallon 

tanks. These tanks are located within secondary containment. Pump number three supplies 

leachate from the sprinkler water storage facility for use as dust control during operations 

within the leachate containment area. The leachate is conveyed by a three-inch diameter, 

Sch 40 PVC pipe. This liquid is used for dust control prior to and during screening or 

grinding operations within the leachate control area. A hose will manually apply this dust 

control liquid with a spray nozzle directed to prevent overspray.  If the sprinkler storage 

facility is at maximum capacity and more leachate enters the wet well pump station, the 

leachate pump (pump number one) will activate. Pump number one, will pump the leachate 

through a flowmeter, pump number two may operate in parallel with pump number one. 

Pump number two can pump leachate to the leachate forcemain rather than to the 

sprinkler water storage facility, and can backup pump number one. At the end of each 

operating day and at other times if necessary such as in the case of pump number one 

failure, the valve from pump number two to the sprinkler water storage tank will be 

closed, and the valve from pump number two to the leachate force main opened to 

allow pump number two to discharge to the leachate forcemain. This tank system 

conforms to the requirements of Rule 62-701.400(6)(c) and is equipped with an overfill 

prevention system.  

 

Collected leachate within the truck loading area is pumped into the leachate collection drain 

with a portable sump pump or it can be drained by the small valve at the bottom of the pit 

where it will drain via gravity to the collection tank. All sediments that are removed from 

the truck loading area are disposed of in a permitted Class I Landfill.  

 

The leachate collection system is inspected weekly by the facility operator to ensure it is 

in good working order. The exposed exterior of all above ground tanks are inspected for 

adequacy of the cathodic protection system, leaks, corrosion and maintenance 

deficiencies. Interior inspection of tanks shall be performed whenever the tank is drained 

or at a minimum of every three years. Inspection records are kept at the MRF.  

 

 

G. Unauthorized Wastes/Hazardous Waste/Prohibited Materials 

  

All loads are inspected for unauthorized waste, hazardous waste and or prohibited 

materials by a certified or “in-training” spotter or operator.  In the event that unauthorized 

waste, hazardous wastes or prohibited materials are found in a load, the entire load or the 

portion of the load with the unacceptable materials will be rejected.  Upon rejection of any 

load, the facility operator shall immediately notify the County’s landfill inspector as well as 

provide information to the customer on the proper disposal methods for the materials that 

cannot be accepted at the MRF. 

If unauthorized waste, hazardous waste and or prohibited materials are discovered after 

unloading has occurred, the materials and or wastes will be relocated to the designated 

storage area. The operator shall immediately notify the County landfill inspector and the 

County shall notify the Department.   If known, attempts to have the customer return to 

the site to remove the materials and or wastes will be initiated.  If the customer doesn’t 

return to the site, then the facility operator shall be responsible for proper disposal. All 
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unauthorized wastes, hazardous wastes and prohibited materials shall be removed from 

the MRF site within 30 calendar days according to all federal, state and local regulations. 

Examples of unauthorized waste, hazardous waste and or prohibited materials 

include the following: 

 

Construction and demolition debris mixed with Class I waste 

Construction and demolition debris mixed with non-recyclable Class III waste 

Asbestos 

Asbestos containing materials 

Batteries – all types 

Class I waste 

Class III waste – except recyclable Class III waste from 

construction/destruction activities 

Fluorescent lamps including other types of lightening 

Hazardous Waste – including wastes that met the residential exemption 

Paint - all types 

Biomedical wastes 

Ballasts 

White goods 

Tires 

Liquids 

Electronic devices 

Contaminated soil 
 

 

H. Recordkeeping 

Operational records are maintained to include a daily log of the quantity of solid waste 

received, processed, stored, and removed from the site for recycling or disposal and the 

county of origin of the waste, if known. These records include each type of solid waste, 

recovered materials, residuals, and unacceptable waste, which is processed, recycled, and 

disposed. Such records shall be compiled on a monthly basis and shall be available for 

inspection by the Department. Records are retained at the Landfill Administration Office for 

three years. 

Sarasota County will submit an annual report to the Department on Form 62-

701.900(7). The report will include a summary of the amounts and types of wastes 

disposed of or recycled. Sarasota County will include a statement giving the county of 

origin of materials recycled. The report will be submitted no later than February 1 of 

each year and covers the preceding calendar year. 

The County will also prepare on or before September 9 th of each year Form 62-

701.900(36) – Certification of Economic Feasibility To Process C&D Debris Prior To 

Disposal as required by Rule 62-701.730(13)(e), F.A.C. The completed form will be 

included as part of the facility’s operating record. 
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3. Closure Plan 

 

Sarasota County will notify the Department in writing prior to ceasing operations, and will 

specify a closing date. No waste will be received by the MRF after the closing date. Within 

30 days after receiving the final solid waste shipment, the owner will remove or otherwise 

dispose of all solid waste. Putrescible wastes will be removed within seven (7) calendar 

days. Closure will be completed within 180 days after receiving the final solid waste 

shipment. Closure will include removal of all recovered materials from the site for recycling 

or for disposal. When closure is completed, Sarasota County will certify in writing to the 

Department that closure is complete. Financial assurance for closure of the MRF is included 

in the Class I Landfill Financial Assurance Cost Estimate for closure and is updated annually 

in accordance with Rule 62-701, FAC. 

 
 
4. Contingency Plan 

 
The daily operations at the MRF are the responsibility of the company that has been 

contracted by the County to operate the facility.  The Contingency Plan for the MRF is a 

corporate developed plan of the current company that operates the MRF and is referred to 

as an Emergency Management Plan.  The plan has been reviewed and approved for 

implementation by the County.  If a new company is selected to operate the MRF after a 

permit has been issued, then the County will submit for a permit modification to update the 

Operations Plan with the new company’s plan. The current Emergency Management Plan for 

the company operating the MRF as of the most recent version of this Operations Plan is 

attached herein. 
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