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Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

13051 N.Telecom Pkwy 

Tampa, Florida 33637 

RE: August 26, 2008 Inspection - Southeast County Landfill 

Dear Ms. Madden: 

On August 26, 2008, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) conducted an 

inspection of the Southeast County Landfill (Permit No. 35435-006-SO). 

The inspection report (Attachment A) noted several items that required the Solid Waste Management 

Department's (SWMD) response. For ease of review, the DEP comments are provided below in 

bold type, followed by our response. 

DEP Comment-2.24 

Question: Is the leachate collection and removal system maintained and operated as required? 

62-701.500(2)(j), 62-701.500(8)(b) &(h) 

Rule: 62-701.500(8)(h), 62-701.500(8)(b), 62-701.500(2)0) 

Section: LANDFILL OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

Explanation: During the inspection, a leachate discharge was discovered at temporary 

pumping station, TPS-6, due to a drain valve being left open. Leachate was observed flowing 

approximately 30 feet in both directions and into stormwater ditch on N side of 

pump station. Leachate had been overflowing containment for an undetermined amount of 

time prior to discovery. 

Corrective Action: Specific Condition 7.b. Operations Plan section L.8. At the end of the 

inspection, Facility staff began to excavate the surrounding soils and were pumping down the 
containment. 

Response: The SWMD operates the Southeast County Landfill (SCLF) in substantial compliance 

with the Operation Plan. Remediation of the referenced spill was initiated immediately upon 

discovery. The incident and associated corrective actions were witnessed by you and were reported 
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via email to the DEP on August 26,2008 (Attachment B). The SWMD immediately addressed this 

leachate spill. Within minutes of discovery the following remediwQiWMsWe*£fal»nlStriCt 
1. Stopped the discharge by turning the pump off. The pump at Temporary Pump Station 6 

(TPS-6) has a small valve, similar to an air release valve (Valve "A") which was left 

unintentionally open. Valve "A" was closed. 

2. Mobilized all available personnel to respond (10 employees were assigned to aid in the spill 

response, including County and WMI employees). 

3. Contained the discharge within the secondary containment. In addition, staff placed 

absorbent socks to stop the discharge overtopping the containment area and under the 

containment area valve (Valve "B"). 

4. Mobilized equipment (2-pumps, 1-tanker truck, 1-scrapper, 1-grader, and 1-backhoe 

excavator) to remove the discharged leachate and impacted soils. 

5. Removed the soils that came in contact with leachate and the affected soils were placed in 

the landfill. 

As a result of these actions, the leachate spill was contained and there were no offsite or 

environmental impacts. The SCLF acted in a prudent manner by immediately stopping, containing, 

and cleaning the spill. Visual inspections conducted by you and SCLF staff indicated the leachate 

did not enter the adjacent Stormwater Pond "A". 

The cause of the spill was human error: The pump valve, Valve "A", was unintentionally left in the 

open position. Valve "A" dripped into and filled the secondary containment. It is our normal 

operating procedure to maintain all containment area valves in the closed position. As it is apparent 

in the pictures, that was the case with Valve "B", because the containment area was full. 

In addition to providing further instructions to SCLF and WMI employees not to open Valve "A", 

these additional measures have been implemented in order to minimize the possibility of 

reoccurrence: 

1. On August 27,2008, the handle for Valve "A" was removed; as such, the valve can no longer 

be opened manually. 

2. On September 5,2008, the TPS-6 control panel was linked to the site's telemetry system and 

the pump now runs on automatic mode. Thereby, reducing the risk of human error. 

DEP Comment - 239 

Question: Are ground water wells intact and properly maintained? 62-701.510(2)(b), 62-
701.620(9) 

Rule: 62-701.620(9), 62-701.510(2)(b) 

Section: LANDFILL OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

Explanation: The new monitoring wells adjacent to Section 9 did not appear to have labels 

including TH 61A, 69,70, and 71 or had labels that wore off. 

Corrective Action: Label wells as required by Specific Condition E3. 






















































