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The News-Sun ..
'AVON-PARK — As small as they are, '
mosquitoes were 4 major topic of mmrmnm '
at Monday night’s council meetling.
Approximatlely 10 to 15 Aven Park
residenis who live in the area from Beil
Street 1o Main Street came to address’
the city council about the -mwesquito in-
festation they say  is -plaguing - their
peighborhoods, and. is. causing - huge
problems for them and their childreun,
" <Children can’t even play in.their own
yard. 1t’s such a disgrace,. iU's unbeliey- .
N.U_m ™ said James Rosenbalm, the first
to come belore 359_ S w&&.nmm :E.,
unoEmB‘ s -
“Thne city can .E:_m i@m@m E”ﬂc 12 :x:
high and ne one says anylhiog about it.

years ¢ld this Saturday,

,= my yard has weeds, I'm msc__..mz to

au.oi il,” Rosenbalm said.

" George - Wilkes, who rqmw across the

sireet from the Florida Tire Tecmninal,
said be hus been before countil two or
three times about the tmosquilo silualion.

- < “They have sprayed twice since the

problem slarted. Somebody needs lo
show that man how (o run that track. |
doo't want to sce him go, but to solve the

. probjem,’” Wilkes said.

Mitkes' grandson, who wilk lurn two
has impeligo, an
infectious disease of the skin. Impeligo
spreads easily from one pesson o an-
olher and from one part of e body Lo
olher patts. Open sores contain germs
thal transfer the infectign. The family
believes it is the result of the

_graudson who,
" Imosguitoes.

uitoes ext

mosguilves. The sores are on his legs.

" Wilkes wile, Doris, said her daughter
is laking the child Lo a doctor to confinmn |

the disease 'is from the mosguitoes.
Impetigo is curable, Wiikes said thatl the

sores-has to be washed wilh Dia) soap

and thal an antibolic has o be applied,

“We've been fighting this (mosguito -

problem} o long time,”” she said. She

eslimales the problem las exisled [or -

seveln years. .

“ The city promises, bul they don’t
follow up on E.u_::.:w EJ.:EE.: H.n.iwn.é
said.

The Wikes m_mc have a 13-year-oid
is allergic 1o lhe

Doris Wilkes said

Sce PESTS, page 154

the mosquiloes are

ww.mme_zm_ GROUND:
tires stored at Florida Ti
act a5 breeding groands

™ -—ntm.gm.on!a imb._nmux.

Residents say

ire Terminal
Jor mosquitos.




throughout her home. They enter
through the back door when it is
opened. They have to spray to fight
the insects from coming in, but they
manage to get in anyway.

“We have to buy spray all of the
time, and that can run up some
money. I spray my plants but it
daesn’t da a bit of good,’* she said.

The mosquitoes are also attacking

the Wilkes' pair of bulldogs, which
are expensive, she said.

“It's pitiful. We have to dip the
dogs every other day to keep the
mosquitoes off, because there are
sores on the dogs,” she said.

Doris Wilkea said that last year
she consulted an environmental
agency in Gainesville about the
problem. She calied the health de-
partment here and was told there
were not enough weeds around to
raise mosquitoes.

“We can’t seem to get anybody to
help,” she said.

With some, determination in her
voice, Doris said that her next step
may be to get a lawyer. -

“Lel's see what that does. I hope
we have strong backing this time.
I'm going to put a stop to it, one
way or another,” she said.

Resenbalm ecalled weeds that
stand 10-12 feet high, ‘‘a health
hazard.” He explained because the
weeds are thick, snakes, and other
rabid animals inhabit them.

“A rabid animal can come out

. and bite and scratch them (chil-
dren). I don’t understand why you'

peopiv allow these things to go on in
your city,” Rosenbalm told council.

In his address, Rosenbalm
mentioned a city ordinance, 1704,
adopted in 1979 that says weeds are

 supposed to be only 5o high.

“Anything over 12 feet is called
an obnoxious high weed,” he 2aid.

Rosenbalm said, ‘“‘Some of the big
violators of (the ordinance) ig the
railrpad and the city of Avon
Park."” :

The Florida Tire Terminal was
also said to: be in violation of the

- ordinance, and named as one of the

major breeding sources. The tires

sit out in the rain, collecting water, .

contributing to the mosquito prob-
lem according to Rosenbaim’s ad-
dress.
Doris Wilkes agrees that the tires
re a contributing factor. '

of the Florida Tire Terminal was

(' Robert Reisig, general manager

\hnavailable for comment.

Mayor Gordon Marshall ques-
tioned why ‘the residents did not
direct their complaints to City
Manager Virginiz Henderson.

“If addressed to the city manager
we can take care of these prob-
lems,” Marshall said.

Marshall asked Rosenbalm to
give the addresses of the problem
areas to Henderson. Rosenbalm
proceeded to give Henderson a
letter of complaint from Aven Park
residents and the ordinance he
mentioned. ‘

One of the papers handed to
Henderson was a letter addressed
to her, but gent o him, Rosenbalm
said. j

Councilman David Flowers asked
what can be done about the
breeding sources. City Manager
Virginia Henderson said that she
would have to consult City Attorney
Mike Disler to see what alternatives
are available. She also said that
there is a machine that sprays the
insects, but Rosenbalm said the
machine is out of service. '

Disler said that he and Henderson
had received calls complaining
about the another aspect of the
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mosquito issue; the spraying, He
gald one resident complained that
her allergies are irritated by the
spraying.

“We have to keep spraying,”

© Wilkes said.

Councilman Gordon Smith ac-
knowledged that tires, pots, pans
and ditches, are “‘perfect breeding
grounds’ for mosquitoes. But, he
belleves spraying can alse be *a
two-edged sword.”’ He said spraying
Is not going to solve the problem.

“It's like taking aspirin for can-
cer for the symptoms, but not ad-

\ dressing the problems,” be said.

Smith suggested that the first
step in solving the problem would

ﬁe lo stop the mosquitoes from

breeding. The second step, he said,
is to stop them from being in the
air.

Smith asked if it is possible for
the cily to seek an injunction
against the rauroads for coatrib-
uting to the problem, or if other
legal actions can be taken,

Disler said he would recommend
the counci address the Code En-
forcement Board about the prob-
lem. . -

“The state has put more teeth
into the Code Enforcement Board,”
he said.

Marshall said he did not want the
residents to leave feeling they had
not been heard. The issue wil] be
put on the agenda of the July 25
council] meeting. Marshall asked
residents to return to council
chambers to see what measures can
be or will be taken about the prob-
lem. .

Rosenbalm sald he plans to write
to the city, the Highlands County
School Board, the Highlands County
Health Department, the city's code
enforcement officer and the
railread about the problem.



