
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 

Environmental Protection 

Northwest District 

160 W. Government Street, Suite 308 

Pensacola, FL 32502 

September 30, 2022 

Mr. Matthew D. Stewart 
Site Director - Pensacola 
Ascend Performance Materials 
Post Office Box 97 
Gonzalez, Florida 32560 
Mstewa l@ascendmaterials.com 

Ron DeSantls 
Governor 

Jeanetta Nunez 

Lt.Governor 

Shawn Hamllton 

Secretary 

SUBJECT: Department of Environmental Protection v. Ascend Performance Materials 
Operations LLC 

Mr. Stewart: 

Revised OGC File No.: 22-2309 
Facility ID 0330040 
Escambia County 

The State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection ("Department") finds that Ascend 
Performance Materials Operations LLC ("Respondent") self-reported that on June 26 the Nitric 
Acid Plant had 3.68 hours (221 minute) of venting in a 24 hour period, in violation of specific 
condition M.6 of permit 0330040-071-AV. 

Although there are no actions required to correct the violations, the Respondent remains 
subject to civil penalties as a result of the violations. The Respondent is also responsible for 
costs incurred by the Department during the investigation of this matter. 

The Department's Offer 

Based on the violations described above, the Department is seeking $6,000 in civil penalties and 
$250 for costs and expenses the Department has incurred in investigating this matter, which 
amounts to a total of $6,250. The civil penalties are apportioned as follows: $6,000 for violation 
of specific condition M.6 of permit 0330040-071-AV. 

Respondent's Acceptance 

If you wish to accept this offer and fully resolve the enforcement matter pending against the 
Respondent, please sign this letter and return it to the Department at Northwest District, 160 
West Government Street, Suite 308, Pensacola, Florida, 32502-5740 by October 5, 2022. The 
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FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY 

DONE AND ORDERED this _3rd_ day of __October_ _, 2022, in 

_Escambia_____ County, Florida. 

STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Ek��OM 
Elizabe� Orr 
District Director 
Northwest District 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Filed, on this date, pursuant to section 120.52, F.S., with the designated Department Clerk, 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged. 

Clerk 

Attachments: Notice of Rights 
Warning Letter 

Date 

cc: Debbie Grissett, Environmental Engineer II, Ascend Performance Materials, 
drgrisl@ascendmaterials.com: 

Melissa Nichols, Environmental Engineer II, Ascend Performance Materials, 
mnicho@ascendmaterials.com 

Final clerked copy furnished to: 

October 3,, 2022

Welch_P
Signature







FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
Environmental Protection 

Northwest District 
160 W. Government Street, Suite 308 

Pensacola, FL 32502 

Ron DeSantis 
Governor 

Jeanette Nuñez 
Lt. Governor 

Shawn Hamilton 
Secretary 

July 20, 2022 

Mathew D. Stewart,  
Site Director 
Ascend Performance Materials Operations LLC, 
Ascend Pensacola Plant 
P.O. Box 97 
Gonzalez, Florida 32560 
mstewa1@ascendmaterials.com  

Re: Warning Letter 
Ascend Pensacola Plant 
Facility ID No. 0330040 
Escambia County 

Dear Mr. Stewart: 

A file review of your facility was conducted on July 8, 2022. During this review, 
possible violations of Chapter 403, Florida Statute, and Chapters 62-4 and 62-296, 
Florida Administrative Code were observed. 

Specifically, Ascend staff self-reported that on June 26 the Nitric Acid Plant had 3.68 
hours (221 minute) of venting in a 24 hour period. This failed to comply with specific 
condition M.6 of permit 0330040-071-AV. 

Please respond in writing within 15 days of receipt of this Warning Letter. Please direct 
your written or emailed response to Ms. Carol Melton, at (850) 595-0616 or at 
Carol.Melton@floridadep.gov. Based on our review of the submitted information, a 
meeting or teleconference may be required. The Department is interested in receiving 
any facts you may have that will assist in determining whether any violations have 
occurred.  

Please be advised that this Warning Letter is part of an agency investigation, 
preliminary to agency action in accordance with section 120.57(5), Florida Statutes. We 
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look forward to your cooperation in completing the investigation and resolving this 
matter.  

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Mullins Orr,  
Northwest District Director 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

EMO/cm/ 

ec:  Debbie Grissett, Environmental Engineer, Ascend Pensacola Plant, 
drgris1@ascendmaterials.com 
Melissa Nichols, Environmental Engineer, Ascend Performance Materials, 
mnicho@ascendmaterials.com 
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