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From: Hamilton, Janet
To: mkaiser@wasteservicesinc.com; 
cc: McGuire, Chris; Tedder, Richard; Lubozynski, Tom; 


Rush, Kim; 
Subject: JED - Guidance on yard trash
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 12:22:30 PM
Attachments: JED guidance on yard trash disposal.pdf 


Dear  Mr. Kaiser,
 
Attached is an Adobe Acrobat version of the solid waste " Response to Guidance Request "  
from the Central District of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
        
Please inform us of receipt of this document within three (3) business days by 
clicking the ‘Reply’ button or via e-mail at: Janet.Hamilton@dep.state.fl.us or by phone: 
407.897.4304
 
You will need Adobe Acrobat to view the attachment. A free viewer is available at http://
www.adobe.com/.  
 
If you would like to have a hard copy sent to you, please e-mail your request to me.
 
 
Thank you,
 
On behalf of: Kim Rush, Enigneer III
Janet Hamilton, Secretary
Hazardous & Solid Waste Section, DEP, Central District
407.897.4304
Janet.Hamilton@dep.state.fl.us


 
 
 
Please take a few minutes to share your comments on the service you received 
from the department by clicking on this link DEP Customer Survey.
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March 28, 2012 
 
Email 
mkaiser@wsii.us  
 
Mr. Mike Kaiser     OCD-SW-12-118 
JED Solid Waste Management Facility    
1501 Omni Way 
St. Cloud, Florida 34773 
 
 Osceola County – SW WACS #89544 
 JED Solid Waste Management Facility 



Response to Guidance Request – Disposal of Yard Trash Mixed with Class I Municipal 
Solid Waste  



 
Dear Mr. Kaiser: 
 
On March 15, 2012, the Department received your request for guidance regarding the disposal 
of commingled yard trash in the JED Class I landfill.  To summarize, the JED Class I landfill is 
seeking guidance on the solid waste statutes and Rules which govern the disposal of yard trash.  
JED is seeking the determination as to whether the disposal of curbside Class I waste at the JED 
Class I landfill which consists of an estimated 30% of yard trash would be in violation of the 
solid waste Statutes and Rules which govern the disposal of yard trash.   
 
Florida Statute 403.708(12)(c) reads: 



1403.708 Prohibition; penalty.—  
(12) A person who knows or should know of the nature of the following types of solid 
waste may not dispose of such solid waste in landfills:  
 (c)1. Yard trash in lined landfills classified by department rule as Class I landfills, unless 
the Class I landfill uses an active gas-collection system to collect landfill gas generated at the 
disposal facility and provides or arranges for a beneficial use of the gas. A Class I landfill 
may also accept yard trash for the purpose of mulching and using the yard trash to provide 
landfill cover for municipal solid waste disposed at the landfill. The department shall, by 
rule, develop and adopt a methodology to award recycling credit for the use or disposal of 
yard trash at a Class I landfill having a gas-collection system that makes beneficial use of the 
collected landfill gas. A qualifying permitted Class I landfill must obtain a minor permit 
modification to its operating permit which describes the beneficial use being made of the 
landfill gas and modifies the facility’s operation plan before receiving yard trash as 
authorized under this subparagraph. The permittee must certify that gas collection and 
beneficial use will continue after closure of the disposal facility that is accepting yard trash. 
If the landfill is located in a county that owns and operates a compost facility, waste-to-
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energy facility, or biomass facility that sells renewable energy to a public utility and that is 
authorized to accept yard trash, the department shall provide the county with notice of, and 
opportunity to comment on, the application for permit modification. 
2. Yard trash that is source separated from solid waste may be accepted at a solid waste 
disposal area if separate yard trash composting facilities are provided and maintained. The 
department recognizes that incidental amounts of yard trash may be disposed of in Class I 
landfills. In any enforcement action taken pursuant to this paragraph, the department shall 
consider the difficulty of removing incidental amounts of yard trash from a mixed solid 
waste stream. This limited exception applies in all units of local government, including, but 
not limited to, municipalities, counties, and special districts. However, the exception does 
not apply to a county that currently operates under a constitutional home rule charter 
authorized in 1956 in a statewide referendum. The limited exception to the ban on disposing 
of yard trash in a Class I landfill is not intended to have a material impact on current 
operations at existing waste-to-energy or biomass facilities. 



 
Therefore, Statute F.S. 403.708(12)(c)2 allows the Districts to use enforcement discretion when 
determining the level to which yard trash may be incidentally mixed in the solid waste stream.  
In making this determination, the District may also take into account the difficulty in separating 
yard trash from a mixed solid waste stream.  Furthermore, once the generator (in this case the 
residents) and hauler commingle the waste at the curbside, the overall waste classification is 
Class I waste and would be considered a mixed solid waste stream.  Therefore, the discretional 
determination of the Central District as provided for in Statute F.S. 403.708(12)(c)2 is that Class I 
waste picked up curbside which is approximately 30% yard trash may be disposed at the JED 
Class I landfill.   
 
Please contact Kim Rush at (407) 897-4314 or by e-mail at kim.rush@dep.state.fl.us if you have 
any questions or need additional information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
__________________________ 
F. Thomas Lubozynski, P.E. 
Waste Program Administrator 
 
 
FTL/kr 
 
copy to: 
Chris McGuire, FDEP OGC, chris.mcguire@dep.state.fl.us 
Richard Tedder, FDEP, richard.tedder@dep.state.fl.us 
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